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My Hau Patron, _ 
7 A N. 3 
Deſerving Friend , 5 
Call. JohN HARBORD, 
of Gunton. 5 
Hine 4 Sir, 5 4 


this Dedication to protect 


ing your Name, but to make 
my Humble Acknowledgments, 
by Subſcribing my own. If | 
only pretended to the former, 


* | 4 : by 
Do not only propoſe by — oY 
e © — * 


the following Pages by prefix- — 


1 can't tell where I ſhould have 
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The Dedication, 
a ſafer ſhelter ; but if I ſhould 


> Omae-4 


| 2 u pbraided wich ingratitude. 
1 muſt therefore, Sir, take this 
Occaſion to own, if I had a bet- 
ter Preſent, twere your due; 
and to beg of you to accept 
this. Let the Meanneſs of the 
Work be over look; d for the 
Weight of the Subject - That, 
am ſure, Sir, is worthy your 
Patronage; and that the Author 
may become ſo too, ſhall be my 
unſeigned Endeavour, though I 
can never be more than lam, 


= Sir, | Jy our 0b liged, 
and Humble Servant, 
Joſeph Ward. 
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The Cbriſtian Reader, but more 
particularly to the Pariſh- 
ioners of Clay and: Alborongh, 


. HE Office. which God has al- 
BB lotted me in this World, is to 
 endequour the Salvation of 
your Souls ; and-to-accompliſh that great 
Mork is the hearty deſire of my own. 
That God in his Providence hath caru d 
out this Las for me, encourages me with 
good hope: to beg his: bleſſang upon the 
following: Lines, which are intended 
chiefly for- your furtherance and aſſr- 
ſtance, in preparing you to give 4 good. 
and comfortable account of your ſelves 
to him: and if they have 14 
fed, ac in any manner to perſwade- 
you-to reform your Lives, and prepare 


at good ef- 


| _ Thie Preface to the Reader. 
for everlaſting Bliſs , both you and 1 
Hall have reaſon to bleſs Gad for our 
Relation to each other. Neceide but 
| theſe following Inſtrutions with as much - 
affeFion as they were written, and you 
_ give only. 4 ſuperficial. regard to 
Iso not intend them as if they ſhould. 
be landing direcbions, thut ' ſol might 
: Jpere my pains in viſiting you upon your 
zck-beds, on other -oceafional needs e 
No, this is not my intent 5 but to give * 
jon ſuch a ſenſe and reliſh of theſe | 
alters, as may make you more deſrrous. 
of occaſſonal + Advices, and the better 
qualified-to receive benefit by them. 
Some of pon are Sea-faring. Men, to 
mbar, it may be impoſſible at. the hour 
of dleath, to ad miniſter ſeaſonable ad- 
vice Aud #herefore with earneſineſs I 
requeſt your early. Attendment to theſe 
matters, that every time you go to Sea, 
you would make a preparation. for ano-- 
ther World ; that ſo in the greateſt | 
Storms your Minds. may be at peace 7 
ö ” and. 
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I ThePreface to the Reader. 
and whether you euer arrive at your 
Harbour again in this World, your 


„ Jou 
Souls may be ſafely lodged in the hand 


of him that made them. 


which I. ſbould be unwilling to baue on 
die without, which require our particu- 
lar attendance on a fickbed; notwith. 

ſtandiug all the pre uious· Advices can 
be given, which are great refreſharents | 
and reaſonable Saticfactions, to relieve 
and cheer dying Chriſtians withal. But 


then twere well, Men in a dying Condi- 
tion, bad a better ſenſe and underſtand- 


ing of, and preparation for thoſe great. 


Bleſſings, and Chriſtian Expreſſuons of 


our Hope; which we are then to admi- 


niſter to them. This is the. deſign of 


theſe following Lines; io advertiſe you: 


frequently. to Meditate on yaur. Diſſolu- 
tions, that ſo you may be in ſome good, 
Freparautian ta receive an advantage by. 


thoſe laſt offices of our paſtoral Charge ; 


aud that my ſelf too may adminiſter 
thoſe laſt farewels with as much Hope as 
ti Charity, 
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The Preface to the Reader. 


#n ſuch an increaſe, as to 


on for this ſhort trouble. 
It may be objefled, They are common 


ing mens minds, 


endeavoured the un 


ther of Death or Judgment. 


| Now I like a Truth the better for 


being obvious ; and it may, though 


common 9. be of 20 leſs advantage 20 | 
jour private uſe, if particularly and- 
ſeriouſly applied. The Air we breath 
in has. an univerſal influence; but if it 

| „ -7 


Charity, and not without ſome mea- 
ſure of - aſſurance concerning your ever- 
laſting Happineſs : And if [can make, 
by God's Bleſſing, my poor Talent bring 
4 ++ pt promote the 

0N0KY 0 „ an everlaſting 
Barnes, I have an — Za a 


ordinary Truths that are here treated of. 
J confeſs they are jo, otherwiſe I would 
ever have recommended then to your 
Pernſal. I think, amongſt all the Di- 
_ ſpntes, which have, if not effefted, yet 


and taking off their affeFions to Religi- . 
on, none in their Wits have been ſo 
 impudent to confront the certainty. ei- 


"0 0 
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The Preface to the Reader. 
refreſhes the Spirits, quickens the Appe- 
tite, and 4 00 —_ health, what 
is it the worſe for being common”? © - 
__ may be oljelted, though Vulgar 
Truth may be of uſe, yet ibere ought 
to be art and gil to prepare them in 2 
more modiſh and decent Garb. Refuſe 
not to partake with thy friend, of what 
may wontiſh ; the it be not dainties. 
I fbould endeavour to make your No- 
tions fine and ſpiritual, and leave your 
Lives ſenſual, what benefit would ac- 
erue to you Bat if 1 can perſwade 
you plainly, by thinking ſeriouſly of 
Death and Judgment, to purify your 
Natures, and fit your ſelves for the di- 
vine Preſence, by Aſimilating them to 
his holy Nature 5 theſe will be more uſe- 
ful i Nets than the moſt airy and 


ſubtle Niceties. A roving fancy always 
pleasd with new things, makes no bet- 
ter Improvements in Moral, than it 
does in Temporal Acquirements. En- 

dleavour to undler ſtand and imprint 
with ſeriouſneſs, and affecbion, and 
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The Preface to the Reader. 
due application, ſuch Truths as Death 
and Judgment ʒ aud without any orna- 
ments, their own furce will make then 
| general a e in ordering your Conver- 
ation and render you, 1 op "OF 
ſong, wiſe unto Salvation. 
herein is the deſign b lt of © 
ges, and ſhall ever be the ſincere" buſi- 
weſs of him, who is in al (Matin 
_ N 
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AN Eber ten to 4 due 
FN and Early Regard to thoſe 
Important Truths, Death and 


Judgment; with the unreaſo- 


nableneſe of putting them off io 


4 Deatbh- bed. Page 1 

B) an Early Regard and frequent 

Remembrance of Death and 

Judgment, your Lives will be 

rend red good and pious, and 

you will be apt and diſpoſed to 

the Practice of all Chriftian 

Duties. „„ 

T be Conſideration of your De- 

| Parture hence, and « timely 
Preparation 


— —— — 
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The Contents. 
Preparation for it, is the only 
way to make your Lives eaſie, 

aud your remaining Days ples- 
fant and comfortable. p. 39 
An Early. Meditation of Death 


and Judgment, will anale hour 
Death welcome, and * Re- 

L P · 45 
The mighty Misfortunes and ir- 
- recoverable Loſs will over tale 


them wbs liwe regardleſs of 
Death and Tudgment. p.52 


oper Entertainments for Men, 
when Sickneſs or Death aſſault 
- them, with ſuitable Devotions 
" to Godin, -p.66 


Pr 


. N 
= p ap 4 
— 
% ' 2 
- 4 


( | J 
. N _— = 
- CY 
— : d 
a — N 1 
= a , - 
* 1 
* - x 4 « 
— — — na onanetooemocnetnedh, 
0 p « 
3 9 7 F a, .- . F J \ 4 * 1 * ® : 
. 
A N & 


FXHORTATION. 


To 4 due and early ee 
to thoſe J mportant Truths, 


Death and judgment, 
with the Unreaſonableneſs | 


of putting, them * to 4 
Death-Bed. | 


* O Write to Men in \ Health: 


and Eaſe to prepare for Sick- L 

| neſs and Death, is like read- — 

ing a Lecture in Phyſick to | 
men in the ſame State, neither of 
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to ſome particular Diſeaſe (tho he has 
not the Symptoms of it then about 
him) and ſhould hear of an infalli- 
ble Cure, would not deſerve much 
pity if he died of the Diſtemper 
through the neglect of the Medi- 


(2) 
them are like to be much regarded. 
Yet he who knows himſelf Subject 


cine. Far more abſurd are they who 


in time of Life and Health, diſregard 
the only Preparations that can ſup- 
port them when they come to be de- 
privd of bath. We always carry 
marks of Mortality, to remind us of 
our Remove from hence. Nor need 
I ſpend much time in proving our 
conſtant tendency to Corruption. 


For, that we have no continuing 
City here, is a Truth not only at- 
teſted by Divine Revelation , but 


Men. But that we ſeek one to come, 


is rather an Admonition to our Duty, 
than a Character of our Practice. 
The Pleaſures and Profits of this ſhort. 


| 


*tis obvious to the Obſervation of all | 
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* Life, devour the proper Deſign and 
| Buſineſs of our being here, and hin- 


der a becoming Preparation for an 


Eternal one hereafter. Whilſt eve- 


ry thing looks freſh and gay here, 


Men are ſo Delighted with their pre. 
ſent abode , that they dream of a 


have not lock d 


5 + *. 47% 


more timely regard to theſe matters, 
which will be of preſent and ever- 
laſting uſe to you. And to excite 


you the more effectually hereunto, 1 


hall confider the Unreaſonableneſs of 


putting off theſe Thoughts till the 
pearance of Death reminds you 
them. And would Men be ſo 
free as to ſpeak their minds, I verily 


believe there's nothing ſo much e- 
ſtranges them to a timely care of their 


Everlaſting Concerns, as their unrea- 


nable hopes of Mercy. They flat- 


=_ 
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WWW 
ter themſel ves, that God is ſo merci- 
= Ful, and defirous of the Sinners Re- 
| turn and Welfare, that he will ac- 
= cept them for a Lord be merciful, and 
for a Death-bed Repentance. Now 
I would neither reproach GOD, nor 
diſcourage Men, as if the Mercies of 
the one or endeavours of the other 
will ever be ont of Date and Uſe- 
leſs. Let the Succeſs of thoſe who 
after a long ſtanding out againſt God, 
have yet been received into fa- 
vour, not harden thy Heart, but in- 
vigorate thy endeavours. Make thy 
return towards him, and fear not 
but he will meet and bleſs thee. If 
thou ſhouldſt be too late towin the 
Prize, happy endeavour if it will 
but * thy torments. Be not 
affrighted that there is difficulty in 
paſſing the gate of Heaven, and the 
more, becauſe thou didſt not ſtrive 
to enter ſooner; but let the neceſſity 
of entring preſs thee to ſtrive the 
harder. Thou hadſt been ſafer by 
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CP, 
coming into the Vineyard ſooner. : 
but work with thy utmoſt diligence, 
that God may accept and reward thy 
Labour. I do not ay, tis impoſſi- 
ble for God to forgive an old Sin- 
ner upon a late Death bed Repen- 
tance : but I am ſure the Sinner wuo 
truſts to this Method, runs an un- 
ſpeakable hazard. When men can 
ſerve ſin no longer, then to be ſorry 
they ſerved God no ſooner: When 
they die in a natural ſenſe to every 
thing elſe, to begin to live in a Spi- 
ritual one to Righteouſneſs, were a 
fine eaſie, if it were a ſafe way of 
going to Heaven. But alas! there 
is no Wiſdom in relying upon ſuch 
Deluſions, as nothing but love to 
ſin would betray even the ſinner into 
a belief of, ſince they are contrary ta 
all God's merciful Declarations tc. 
Men. Whatever pleaſing hopes the 
1nverate Sinner may fondly indulge 
himſelf with, the Language of the 
Goſpel is no other than this, Re- 
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. 
nt or Periſh. Where Repentance 
Leg more than a Concern that 
we have done ill, a reforming our 
Lives, and doing well. Tis not 
enough that we 
muſt Correct our Errors. There are 


none ſo wicked in their Lives, but 


that, if a good wiſh could procure 


them, would have Conſciences void 
- Offence towards GOD and Men, 
when they come to die. There are 


none ſo in Love with Hell, but if 


they could gratify their Luſts till 


Death, they ond then renounce 
them to avoid it. But canſt thou 


think tis a reaſonable Sacrifice to 
Sins, when thou canſt 
poſſeſs them no longer, to a God 


make, of thy 


that requires and deſerves thy early 
Services? When thou beginneſt to 
Devote thy ſelf to God upon the ap- 
Proach of Death, thou ſeemeſt not 


ſo much to Devote thy ſelf to his 
Service as to thy owns fears. Cries 


; wo" 2 en, look not ſo much 
like 


Mdemn, but we 


IF | 
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like the Effects of Love to God, as 
of Love to thy ſelf. Thy extorted 
Promiſes are nothing but pretexts 
to thy preſent Deliverance : Thou 
art not ſo much reſolved to amend 
for the future, as thou art deſitous to 
be reſpited now. Thou doſt not ſo 
much fear God, as thou art terrifi- 
ed with the Appretenfion of him. 
But what Oratory in this to move 

the Pity of an Holy God? That 
thou who haſt had no regard to him 

and his reaſonable Commands all thy. 
Life, ſhouldſt requeſt to have thy 
unreaſonable Deſires anſwered when 
thou dieſt. How canſt thou who 
wouldſt not fuffer the G2odneſs of 
God to lead thee to Repentance, all 
thy Life, without amazing Impu- 
dence expect he ſhould at thy Death 
reward thee for having deſpiſed that 
Goodneſs. Indeed Mercy is the 
Attribute in which God ſeems to 
be moſt highly delighted, and by 
which he oftneſt proclaims himſelf 

B 4 — 


to the Children of Men. He is eve- 
ry where Characteriz d as a God 


willing to forgive, and importuning 


the welfare of Men. But then he as 
earneſtly beſeeches their Return and 
Reconciliation - to him. Yet his 


_ © Compaſſion muſt not be carried ſo 


far as to caſt a blot upon his Juſtice. 

He can't, upon any Conſiderati- 
on recede from that everlaſting Rule 
of Judgment, the Soul that fin- 


neth, and will not be reclaimed; muſt | 


die. Hecannot, 'tis contrary to his 
Nature and Government , he will 
not clear the Guilty. But his [nvita- 
tions, his Patience, his Readineſs 
to receive the returning Sinner, ſuf- 
ficiently prove his tender Mercies are 
over all his Works. God forbid, I 
ſhould diſcourage the returning Pro: 
digal, but I would have theſe Truths 


be as Monitors to the unwary one, 


I would not have the one cry out 


of the Lyons, and periſh by Sloth 


and deſpondency ; nor the other go 
can on 


(9) 

on and die, by truſting to hopes that 
will make him aſham d. And that 
thou mayeſt not miſcarry on either 
Kock, ſet thy ſelf immediately to 
the frequent thoughts of Death and 
Judgment: Thou haſt time little 
enough to prepare for them. Que- 
ſtion not but there will be need e- 
nough of God's Mercy to pardon _ 
thy paſt Sias; and if thou liv'ſt 
till to morrow, and doſt what thon 
 canſtto diſcharge thy Debts to day, . 
there will be a freſh Reckoning on 
the morrow; & therefore run not the 
Arrears of this day into the Accompts 

of that. The fins of every day, be 

as wary as thou canſt, will give thee 
occaſion to move the pity of the 
Father of Mercies. But ſure thou 
canſt not think, a bold continuance 
in Sin this day, will make thy God 
more propitious, or thy wicked- 
neſs eaſier to be withſtood the next. 
"Habits in fin will gather ſtrength. by 
every Repetition. Vice, in time 

4 = Will 
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will plead Preſcription , and the 
moſt unreaſonable Cuſtom will gain 

a Deference from its own Authori- 
ty. Give not then the Enemy fo 


great an Ad vantage, as to allow-wa 


longer Parly. So many have been 
_'Shipwrack'd upon that fatal Sand, 
Delay, that if thou periſheſt upon 
it, after ſo many ſad Examples, 
*twill be in thee no leſs than wilful 
Murder. 'What more unnatural re- 
turn canſt thou make to the reaſona- 
ble requeſts of thy own Soul for 
ſpeedy care, than to anſwer them 


with a Procraſtination? May'ſt 


thou die to day, and muſt thou then 
appear before God immediately, and 
dareſt thou put off good thoughts 


that thou ſo under⸗ valueſt, or thy 
OD that thou thus contemneft , 
that thou wilt allo neither of them 
any time but what is none of thine? 

_ Employ then the preſent Opportu- 
Hity to che Service of God, and thy 
4 TP Souls 


till the Morrow? Is it thy Soul 


(ir) 
Soul's Advantage; and defer not 
thy thoughts for the other World, 
till thou findeſtthy ſelf parting from 
this: But accept that ſeaſonable ge- 
neral Warning from the ſhortneſs 
and uncertainty of thy time. As 
ſoon as thou beginneſt to live, thou 
beginneſt to die; and as ſoon as 
thou underſtandeſt this, tis thy Wiſ- 
dom to provide accordingly. That 
thou liveſt in a continual Hazard, is 
admonition enough to have all things 
in a conſtant readineſs. But if we 
will notwithſtanding promiſe our 
ſelves many years to take our Pa- 
ſtime in here, this way of Reckon- 
ing is our Folly, and if we ſhould 
meet with an unexpected preſent diſ- 
miſs, it muſt be our Ruine. As ſoon 
as we are Born, Death proclaims a 
War with us, and if we promiſe 
our ſelves a Truce, and be Seiz d in 
that unhappy Minute; tis true we 
are Captives, but we were Frags 


(12) 


_ - firſt. Since we are ſure to meet with 


this ſharp Engagement, tis good to 


put on the Chriſtian Armour betimes, 


that we may know what uſe to make 


of it when the Encounter comes. 
This is the only way of numbring 


our days aright, when the brevity 
and uncertainty of them teach us to 

apply our Hearts to Wiſdom. Let 

us not make that which is our great- 
eſt Privilege, our moſt irreparable 


misfortune, I mean the uncertainty 


conceal'd to all but God, the Diſco- 


very of it to our ſelves, would be too 
great a Truth for us to be entruſted 
with; Whilſt it were afar off, twould 


make us negligent and. ſecure ; and 


then as it grew nearer, twould put 
us into a hurry and diſorder. But 


what ſo great a Bleſſing, and ſo like- 


Pa way to keep us upon a wiſe and 
conſtant guard, as to be advertis d, 


_ that: Death will make its approach 


of our time here. Tis our Privi- 
tege, that the day of our Death is. 


within: 


(6130 


within a very ſhort time, though at 


an uncertain one. If this friendly 


early Notice, doth not wake thee 


out of thy Security, tis not becauſe 


the Trumpet gives an uncertain 
Sound to the Battel, but the fault is 
in thee, who refuſeſt to 
it. All wiſe Men will make this ad- 
vantageous uſe of it, which Job pro- 
feſſes he did, in that paſſionate Ac- 
knowledgment, A the days of my 


prepare for 


appointed time will I wait till my change 
come. Would thy forgetfulneſs of 
Death and Judgment retard their 

approach, I fhould never blame the 


Sinner's Policy , for being careleſs 
and unmindful of them. But fince, 


whatever we are doing beſides, we 
are always dying, and haſting to 


33 therefore tis our Wiſdom, 


a timely and familiar Acquaĩn- 
tance, to make thoſe welcome Gueſts, 


which will otherwiſe be bold intra- 
ders. Thus having ſeen at large the 
| Putting off the thoughts. of Death 


and. 


(14) 
and Judgment, is upon all accounts 
ſo very fatal, can do no leſs than 
 admoniſh you every day to think of 
the Apoſtles Proteſtation in a literal 
ſenſe., I die daily , which will be a 
prevailing motive to live well. 1 
know indeed, the Heathens who be- 
lieved no other Life but this, would 
have Deaths Heads and Ghaſtly Re- 
Preſentations brought into their jo - 
vial Bouts, to make an amends for 
the ſhortneſs of their Mirth, by their 
Exceſs in the Enjoyment of it. But 
to thoſe who have a ſenſe of Judg- 

ment after Death, they ſpeak in a 
quite different Language, and can 
hardly be preſent in our thoughts, 
but temperance and ſobriety will be 
their Companions in all our Actions. 
They would be always (if admit- 

ed) whiſpering amidſt the loudeſt 
Noiſe of intemperate Carouſes, and 
the ſofteſt Charms of unlawful Em- 
braces, Remember that for all theſe 
things God will bring to Judgment. 


But 


(15 


Int now you have ſeen how reaſo- 
nmable a thing it is, to exhort you 
to a timely regard for Death and 
Judgment, and the unreaſonable- 
meſs of deferring it to a dying hour; 
and being then to your Everlaſting 
ſhame ſurpriz d, I will recommend 


tthe Duty upon the Account of the 


Advantages which attend it; which 
are as follow. e e 


A. Earh Preparation fer 
Death and Fudgment, will 
make your Lives pious, and 
qualify you for all Duties. 


What an holy Converſation, fuch 
as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
might we hope to find among Men 
believing and regarding a future 
Judgment? Daily Meditations of 
itheſewould be ſevere enough to daſh 
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all the gaudy Shows and ſinful Im- 
portunities which beguile the unwary 
and inadvertent complier. He who is 


not only always haſting to, but watch- 


fully looking for the coming of the 
day of God, what manner of Perſon 


mult he, will he be in all Holy Con- 
verſation and Godlineſs? The fu- 
ture Account we muſt give to God 
is ſuch a preſent Cogent Motive to 
Vertue, that, if conſidered, cann't 
be denied. It pleads fo ſtrongly at 
the ſame time both for God's ſake 
and our own, that nothing but In- 
gratitude or Cruelty can reſiſt its In- 


treaties. A thought of this will mo- 
derate our Affections to this World. 


He who ſees himſeif ready to give 


an account of his Truſt, will not 


dare to abuſe it, nor will he ſet 
his Love on that which is not. He 
who conſiders he has a Soul which 


muſt ſhortly appear before God, will 


not beſo given upto the Entertain- 
ments of the Body as to forget the 


Ornaments 


_—_ 
Ornaments of his Mind. He will 
never be ſo concern d for the pam- 
pering of the Fleſh, which he ſees 
turning to Corruption, as to adorn 


his mind with ſuch Spiritual Graces 


as may qualify him for the Divine 

Preſence. If you be ſenſible you 

ſhall be ſhortly judg'd in the other 
World, you'll eafily be convinc d, 
that Vertue is your moſt agreeable. 
Companion in this. This is enough 
to quench the flame of Luſt, to cool 


the heat of paſſion, that if they be 


indulg d, they'll make you Fewel 
for Everlaſting Vengeance. Short- 
liv'd forbidden Pleaſures can never 
force themſelves upon him, who has 
a proſpect of never-dying pains as 
the neceſſary Iſſue and reſult of 
them. He that looks another way 
may be led down a Precipice : 
But he who looks upon it, can hard- 

1y be decoyed into it. He who thinks 
every day, This may be the day in 

which I may be call'd to meet we 

333 —— 1 
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Lord, will be aſhamed and afraid 
to act ſuch Miſdemeanors, for which 
he knows his Lord will reject him. 
He will not dare to ſpend chat time 
which he accounts his laſt, in fuch 
Acts as will make his Accounts trou- 
bleſome and uneaſie ; but will fet his 

Houſe every day in a decent Order, 
that if his Lord comes, he may not 
be altogether unprovided to enter- 


not think of receiving him in his 
Rags and Deformitics, but will ex- 
ert all his Graces, and wiſh he had 
more ſuitable Ornaments for fo Ho- 
nourable a Gueſt, But to be ſure he 
will not let thoſe buſy Thieves, Ex- 
ceſs and Idleneſs, ſteal away his time, 
but will improre it by ſuch Exerci- 
ſes as will make him ſuitable for that 
Heavenly Society, with which he is 
not only to ſojourn but abide. The 
Man who is travelling to his home, 
is not curious to obſerve the Manners, 
and accuſtom himſelf to the 5 


tain and bid him welcome; He will 


199 
of every place he Travels thro' : but 
his Enquiry is after the Modes, and 
this care is to prepare himſelf for the 
Converſation of thoſe he is to dwell 
with. Didſt thou therefore frequent- 

Iy conſider thou art going to thy 
Home, into a World of Spirits, this 
would mightily encline thee ſo to de- 
mean thy ſelf, that thou mighteſt be 
a ſuĩtable Companion, that thou 
migghteſt not be a ſtranger in Con- 
verſation to thoſe to whom thou 
muſt for ever be a Partner in Enjoy- 
ment. The oftner then thou art 
thinking of Death and Judgment, 
the better undoubtedly wouldſt thou 
be diſpoſed to give a good Account 
of thy ſelf. Thy great ExpeCta- 
tions in the other World would ea- 


fily diſcover themſelves in thy cir- | 


cumſpect Behaviour in this. Thou 
wilt frequently be doing the fame 
things on Earth, which thou hopeſt 
ſhortly to do in Heaven, only with 
greater alacrity and intenſeneſs. _ 


4 
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The thoughts or ſight of depart- 

ing Friends render us very grave and 
ſerious : What would our own Diſ- 
ſolations then do, if frequently, if 


| __ - wiſely regarded? Theſe would rouze 


us from our ſecure Slumbers, inſtead 

of folding our hands, they would 
teach us to apply our hearts to Wiſ- 
dom ; they would make our Minds 
Store-houſes of all wiſe thoughts, 
and our Lives a continued Act of 
Goodneſs. How greatly would fre- 
quent Contemplations of theſe mat- 
ters conduce to make my pains eaſy 
in perſwading, and your Attendance 
Fruitful in practiſing moſt Chriſtian 
Duties? Would you take care to 
behave your ſelves ſo to God, your 
Neighbours and your ſelves, as thoſe 
that muſt give an account, how di- 
ſpoſed would you be for the follow- 
ing Duties: Nay, how hard a mat- 
ter would it be, to prevent your act- 
ing a becoming part in them; as for 
Inſtance, 3 He 


at ) 

He who conſiders often the Ac- 
count he 'muſt give to God, will 
have exalted and becoming CON- 
CEPTIONS of him, as well as 
a Reverend Demeanor towards him. 
He can't think of a God who ſhall 


judge the World, but he muſt be- 
lieve he was the Creator, and 1s the 
wiſe preſerver of it. From whence | 
he will eaſily acknowledge his Maje- 4 
ſty, Providence, and conſtant Pre- 
ſence, with the reſt of his glorious 
and adorable Perfections, and then 
his Carriage towards him will be a- 
greeable to thoſe Notions he has con- 
ceived of him. 5 


What a Supreme LOVE and Affecti- 
on will he acknowledge due to God. 
who conſiders his Life is in his hands, 
not only as he is the moſt Excellent 
Being, but the merciful Preſerver of 
Men: Nor can he who confiders 
what a ſtrict Account he muſt give 
to this God, omit Loving him for 

e thoſe 


Mind, who conſiders ſuch a 
doth Body and Soul in Hell. Thy 


1 ſakes to di 


( 22) | 
thoſe Divine . Revelati- 


onsand Warnings, which he vouch-. 
ſafes as Guides and Directors to ena- 


le him to Bre a 8000 account 9 8 
himſelf. 58 


It will 3 matter to Fg 
print the FEAR of God upon his 


inveſted i in God that he can 1 | 


| will make 1 — very. cautions leſt he 
* ſhould incur his diſpleaſure, _ 
will he think it an anreiſonable Task 
to pleaſe him. The frowns or fa- 
vours of the greateſt of Men will 
be no prevailing Arguments for their 
Neale God, at whoſe di- 
 ſpoſah are his preſent. Life * ever⸗ E-; 
laſting welfare. | 


It will be no hard matter to per- 
{wade him of the abſolute fitneſs. to 

TRUST and Repoſe a Confidence © 
in God, who conſiders him as the 
Grand 


wer - 


: Ws. 
Grand Diſpoſer of all things. He 


who frequently conſiders he lies at 


the Mercy of God, will eaſily be 
 perſwaded;tis his Duty and Intereſt 
 torelyupon it too. Wholecare and 
wiſdom can he commit himſelf to, 
if not to his in whoſe hands are the 
Iſſues of Life and Death, Temporal. 
and Eternal? * 8 


be yery.-naming the Duty will 
be motive enough to him who con- 
ſiders he muſt give an Account to 
God, to pay a REVERENCE 
to every thing that bears a more than 
ordinary relation 67 him. He will 
never, name or uſe any thing where - 
in the Honour of God is immediate - 
ly concern d, without a diſtinct and 
ſeparate Veneration. . The Places, 
the Times, the Perſons, and eve- 
ry thing elſe, more partigularly de- 
dicated to his Service, {hall be look - 
ed upon and treated with an awful 
and diſcriminate reſpect for his ſake 
who 


3 

who has. ſet them apart for his Ser- 
vice, and to whom they bear a ſpe- 
cial relation. But eſpecially with 
what attention, and fervour, and aw- 
fulneſs will he receive and entertain 
the Meſſages delivered to him from 


' God in his Word? He. will not 


only pay a veneration to them upon 


the account of the infallible Autho- 3 


rity of the Perſon who ſpeaks to 
him in them, but will receive them 
with the greateſt Regard, upon the 
account of the matter contained in 


them, being the Revelation of thoſe 


Rules and Laws by which he himſelf 
muſt be jadged. What an obedient 
Ear will he give to theſe Commands? 
what a Joy will he expreſs at thoſe 
Promiſes ? what a fear and dread 
at thoſe Threatnings, which pro- 
ceed from the Mouth and Coun- 

r 


The 
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The thoughts of Death and Judg- 
ment are the moſt powerful Motives 
to REPEN TANCE and Amend- 
ment of Life. Theſe Truths at all 
times and in all places will be'Moni- | 
tors of what is good and Evit, and 
forcible arguments, good and laſting 
in all Circumſtances for the practice 
of Verte, and avoiding of all 


Sin and Diſobedience. b 


: 


He who- olfiters ket is | ſhortly 


leavin this World, will not think 


it too, hard an Injunction to bear 
his preſent Calamities with Patience 
and RE'SIGN A TION of him- 


{elf to the Pleaſure and Government 
of God. He will take evil as well 
as good at the hand of that God, 


whom he ſees ready to reward him 
Whatever his Lot be 


for ſo doing. 
here, ſince tis as his Lord and Judge 

; dilpoſes. be will never diſpute the 
ticneſs of bearing it with Submiſſion. 
C He 


| 
. 


1 natural tendency tO 
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He can't Abe Adds of S EL- 
DEN1AL , not only as they are 


his. Lords, B but as he 


finds Mortificatiap;and. retrenching 
his, ſometimes innocent Liberties, 


ſobdue 
thoſe Luſts, which are. enemies to his 


Preparation for Death and Judgment. 
He will chus avoid the very appea- 


448% 


rance of Evil, that he may upon 


more eſpecial Occurrences give up 


himſelf entirely, and abſolutely tio 
* Serie of his Maker ths Lakes 


of har, or Return of another. _—_ 
| "A earneſt 


Ordain'd by God, and — x2 


en VIDS, 


(u 


earneſt will he be in making free 


Confeſſions of his ſins, and inter- 
ceding for Pardon through the Me- 
rits Of his Saviour, in deprecating 


Judgments and interceding for o- 


chers, to that Ood before whom he 
believes himſelf, and all che Wor Id 


maſt ſhortly be qudged 2 How am- 


bitious wil, de be of conſing into 
the preſence of his judge with Hum- 


ble Supplications, by which he may 


conciliate his Favour, and keep 


upa Converlationand Dearneſs 0 


* 
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He 8 thinks God 18 to 1 nis 
Judge, will not be unmindiul that 


he is his Saviour too; and there- 


fore will not omit to Participate: of 


the HOLVT SACRAMEN TS, 


which ate Inſtruments of Religion, 


his own Salvation. 
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to the Profeſſion, obliged to the Pra- 
of that Religion which the Holy Jeſus 


- How will he value himſelf upon 
his Relation to God by BAPT ISM, 
that he has thereby been initiated in- 


Tice, and Entituled to the Rewards 


was the Author of, and by which he 
muſt be Judged ? How careful will 
he be to bewail his Breaches, and make 
frequent Reſolutions, and implore 
the Divine Aſſiſtance, that he may 
ſo far make good thoſe Engage- 
meats, that his erciful Lord may ac- 
cept of own, and e * Fai- 
tures? © | 


- How diligently * 
he attend upon the Sacrament of the 


LORD'S SUPPER, as the moſt 
Bleſſed Opportunity of paying freſh 
Acknowledgments to his deareſt Sa- 
viour, and being put in mind of his 
own Obligations to him? How 


will he approve of, and apply him- 
— 


29,0 
ſelf to the previous Duties of Self. 
Examination and Preparation ? How: 
obſervant will he be of the ſubſequent 
Ones, of extraordinary Watchful- 
neſs and Circumſpection? And how 


__ inflamd in the very Act, with ardent 
Love and Holy paſion * 


How deſirous to partake of his 


Lord with a pure Mind? With 


what Reverence and Joy will he re- 
ceive the Sacred Pledges of his Savi- 


our: Love, and the Means of his 


Judges Reconciliation with- him * 


How Deli ghted will he be with: 
theſe, and al other Inſtances of Re- 
ligious Worſhip, whereby he may 
raiſe himſelf to that HEAVENLY- 


MINDEDNESS which will be- 
come him, who is ſhortly to appear 
in the preſence of God? It will be 
- wonder if his ſight of future 
Happineſs, and his hopes in the 
aps ad World be ſo pure, as to 
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ipurr dl on to the hei 
Verfection, and by the thoughts of 
Death and Iadgaient, be raiſed t to 
Ae and Cy. 
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wean him from an immoderate af- 
tection to the r of this mate- 


ri "al One. 81 


Aud as the Man who exerciſes 
: himſelf ! in the thoughts of Death 


and Judgment, finds by Experience 


the real Satisfactions of Religi- 
on ; this Heavenly-Mindedneſs wil! 
prompt his ZEAL & inflame him with 


thoſe Divine Pleaſures, which are not 


to be talk d of, but felt im Religious 
- Thus will he be 
ght of Humane 


Performances. 


- Thus we ſee in * foveral inſtan- 


for a becoming Demeanour towards 


him. Nor ſhall we (if we make a fur- 


ther 


ces bf our more immediate Duties to 
God, how proper the thoughts of 
Death and judgment are to diſpoſe 

and qualify thoſe who admit them, 


by IN 
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ther enquĩry into the duties owing to 
ourſelves) find they are leſs Service- 
able, to implant and improve 


thoſe vertues and parts of Religion, 
which are comprehended in Ioing. 
He who conſiders the Account he 
muſt give to God, muſt ſee by taking 


a frequent Account of himſelf, ſo 
many Weakneſſes and Imperfections, as 
will be ſufficient to furniſh him witn 
HUMILITY: Every time he re- 
"fleas how near his Body is to Filth 
and Corruption, he will ſee very lit- 
tle Foundation for Pride and Haugh- 
tineſs, and an undue eſteem of 
Ss 5 > 5 973799 


Nor will the Confideration of 
Death and Judgment be leſs able to 
introduce TEMPERANCE in 


our preſent Enjoyments. He who 


conſiders he muſt be call'd to an 


Account by God, will very hardly 
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- indifferent will he be to a proſperous 
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be prevail d upon to offend him with 
the Abuſe of his own Bleſſings. 


_ Who is ſo likely to ſubdue! his Lulls, 


and avoid all intemperate Enjoy- 


ments, as he who has a Deſign in pur 


ſuit Wich theſe are the va Ene- 


mies to? 


lle who fr RR Suben he 


is ſhortly leaving this World, muſt be 


of a very querulous Nature if CON- 


TENTEDNESS be not his por- | 
tion. He who looks upon God as 


the impartial Diſtributer of Right : 


in this World and the next, will 
never Diſpute the Wiſdom or Righ- 


teouſneſs of hisDiſpenſations. How 


or adverſe Fortune, who conſiders 


how little a while twill be before he 


be taken from either ; and that it 


will be of no Concern to him, when 
| he comes into the other World; whe- 


ther he went off the n this, a 


Prince or Beggar. 


Who 


E399) - 


| Who is ſo likely to be bleſt with 
that fruitful Duty CONSIDE- 

RATION, as he who remembers 
his Actions are taken notice of, and 


ſevere and infallible Scratiny 2 The 
Man who never thinks of giving an 
account, tis no wonder if he makes 
the faſhion of the World his Rule, 
or Lives by Chance, and does what- 
ever ſeems right in his own Eyes. 


will bring him to Judgment, main - 
tains a conſtant guard upon himſelf, 


that he may not do amiſs, or that, he 
may preſently Repent for having 
YZ done ſo. Thou canſt not think the 
7 Eyes of thy Judge are upon thee, 


and be ſo careleſs as to ſet an Evil 
thing, which thou know'ſt he will 
Puniſh, before thine own. If thou 
believeſt, thou art haſting to the 

Divine Audit, twill make thee. 
wary of the Divine Preſence, and 

BE 'Z ERR 


muſt be ſcan d and examined by a 


But the Man who remembers God 


644) 


thus thou wilt. be rendred conſide- 


rate and wile; 


Thus we fee in ſeveral Particu- 
lars, how uſeful the Thoughts of 


Death and judgment are to the due 


regulation of a Man's ſelf, and to 
keep up a becoming Reverence in 
his own Actions. The ſame Conſi- 


derations will alſo diſpoſe us to diſ- 


i F ' 


What 2 Delight muſt that Man 
take in all Acts of JUSTICE, 
who conſiders he ſhall ſhortly be 


Summon d before the juſt Judgment 
of God. He dares not do a villa- 
nous Act to the meaneſt Creature, 


who conſiders he muſt give an Ac- 
count of it to the great and holy 
God. He will not for a little pre- 
ſent unjuſt Gain, make that God 


his Enemy, who is even now to be 


bis Judge. Nay, we ſhall ſee, up- 
— — 


charge our Duties Worthily to o 
WTV 


C98) 

on theſe Confiderations, be will not 
only be averſe to Acts of F rand and 
Couſenage; but inclined to all thoſe 5 
; of Bounty and Good- will. 


| He that thinks mY Apjſiring be- 
fore God, and giving an Account of 
his Truſt, will be careful to im- 
prove his Talents in CH ARI TT. 


to the Honour and Service of his Ma- 


ſter. When he finds this Duty ſo 
earneſtly recommended, with ſo ma- 
ny precious Promiſes annexed to the 
Performance of good Works, he 
can't be a Niggard of them. He 
who conſiders his Judge will mea- 
fure to him, in ſome proportion as 
he has done to others, dates not be 
ſparing in his Communications; He 
will be afraid to have his Judge 
meet him with that ſevere Charge, I 

was an lungred, and thou geveſt- ae. 


mo. meal. py „ he 
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Nor will he be hard to draw to 
the other branch of Charity, that 
_ of FORGIVENESS 3 

He who conſiders how much he ſhal! 
ſhortly ſtand: in need of Mercy and 
Forgiveneſs, and a charitable Con- 
ſtruction of his own Actions, can't 
think it an unreaſonable Ulage to 
Forgive thoſe who have offended or 
injured him. The ſenſe of his own 
unparalleſ d pronocationg againſt God, 
muſt incline him to over-look the 
ſuall miſdemeauors and miſtakes, of 
bis Felſow-Creatures, with reſpect 
to himſelf; eſpecially when. he hears. 
his Judges ſolemn Declaration, That 
' he will. e no Compaſſion, on 
them for their great Delzs, who will! 
not forgive their Brethren ibeit ſa: 
A ei 8 
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There can de no 1 Motive. 
toSINCERIT Y and Plain-heart-- 
edneſs in all. our Ackions, than the 

Conſide- 


C37) 
Conſideration of Death and. Judg- 
ment. How ſoon will all Preten- 
ces and Diſguiſes be laid aſides and 
how can he who reflects upon this, 
be guilty of Diſſemulation with Men, 
or Hypocriſy with God? How. will 
he deſpiſe all Sophiſtry and Co- 
lour, who: believes he is going in- 
to a World of naked Truths, and 
where Og leſs than Sinceri- 
* Will avail : — 


Thus have clitlizvented' to fhew 
you in the ſeveral Inftarces of Re- 
ligion, how the frequent thoughts 
of Death and Judgment would di- 
ſpoſe you for the Practice of them, 
and make our whole Religion, 
(which a Forgetfulneſs or Disbe- 
lief of thoſe Truths would ren- 
der uſeleſs ) look like a wiſe and 
rational: Deſign. From the ſame 
Conſiderations, every Sin would. 
appear to be a- Snare 3, "I 
en 


(9) 
Men plead for and indulge their 
boſom Irclinations ,, did they ſet 
before themſelves the vengeance 
which God: (if not Repented of) 
muſt retaliate them with. But if 
any, who will not be drawn by 


the Love of Vertue, have any a- 
tural affeFion, or regard to their 
own Peace and Satisfaction; for 
their ſakes: I will haſten to a ſe- 
cond Advantage of a timely Re- 
membrance of Death and Judg- 
may.) 0540 b 
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The 0% deration of your | 
Departure hence, and a 
time Preparation for it, 
is the only way to make 7 
Jour Lives Eafie, and 


your. remaining Days 


1 and com 2 


Groundleſs Cavil is that, which 
the Men who don't love to 

be reform d, have trumpt againſt 
Religion , that it takes the Reliſh 
ont of all preſent Enjoyments, and 
renders its Votaries abject and diſ- 


1 


cConſolate. Whereas tis quite other- 


wiſe ; for they who by Living well, 
prepare to die ſo, certainly begin at 
the right end to enjoy a laſting 
Peace and Satisfaction- Who is at 
. to wy himſelf, and a 
comfor- 


P A. a 


1 ˙ . 


= AO 
comfortable uſe of God's Bleſſengs ,. 
dut he who has endeavoured to 
make his Peace with God, and ſet- 
tle his Everlaſting Concerns? Who 
is ſo well. diſpoſed for a cheerful 


cContented Demeanor in all Condi- 


tions, to ſhew an indiffereney and 
unconcernedneſs at all Events, as 
he whoſe Hopes are placed above 
theſe things? Who can partake of 

things temporal with freedom and 
pleaſure, but he who ſees he ſhall 

not loſe the things eternal, by his 

regular Enjoyment of, them? He 

who pleaſes himſelf in his Poſſeſſi- 
ons and Gratifications here, without 
theſe Reſtraints, places his Detight 
upon a very tottering Foundation ; 
and as ſoon as he is wedded to them, 
Death makes an unthought of Sepa- 
ration, and there's nothing remain, 


but the regret of having loſt them, 


and a ſting and remorſe for having 
unlawfully: Enjoy d hem. Where- 
as he who frequently thinks of Death 


— enn 


- 
and judgment, makes a due Eſti- 
mate of theſe matters, and is not li. 
able to any Diſappointment from 


them: He can divert himſelf with 
them whilſt they are preſent, and 
find no uneaſineſs at the part- 
ing, nor any cauſe of Repentance 
from his paſt Acquaintance with 
them. This Man enjoys all the 
ſweet, the things of this Life have 
in them, without the Vex ation and 
 Diſappointments that generally im- 
bitter them: He can mind the Bu- 
ſineſs of his Lawful Calling, and 
divert himſelf with his innocent Re- 
creations, and fear no evil Tidings. 
For the God who preſides over all, 
is his friend and counſellor: Sick- 
neſs or Death forebode no Miſery, 
he can beſtow his thoughts delight- 
fully about them, and gain a pre- 
ſent pleaſure from his future hopes 
beyond them. Thus he who looks 
beyond this World, can enjoy eve- 
xy thing in . 


(429) 


tho his mirth is not extrava 


gant., 


accompanied with fits of Madneſs, 
yet his Evenneſs of Spirit, his quiet 
Submiſſion to God's Will, and his 
thankfulneſs for Mercies, diſcover a 
greatneſs, as well as contentedneſs of 
mind. He alone can live merrily, 
and juſtify the Living ſo, who can 
die peaceably, with well-grounded 


hapes of Mercy. . There is indeed 


a ſeeming Mirth and miſtaken Laugh- 
ter, in the midſt of which the in- 
ners Heart is, as there's good reaſon, 
ſorrowful: } there's a ſenſual Epica- 
-rean jollity, a merry Countenance 
which, an Hand-writing upon the 
Wall, read by the ſinners own Con- 
ſcience, will damp and filence. But 
ie — often thinks of going to 
God, and lives accordingly, has a 
Joy in Quality, though not Degree, 
like that of the Kingdom he is go- 
ing to, as laſting as tis pure. If 
it be Objected, he who keeps the 
—— Account, has frequent flips 


and 


c 43) 
aud tailures in his Duty, which will 


make wide Breaches in his Peace 3 
and that theſe Errors will appear 


moſt formidable to him, who oft- 


neſt thinks of keeping his Accounts 
fair. Tis confeſt , thoſe who 
are moſt thoughtful of meeting 


their Lord, and adjuſting their 
matters , 


carriages, than thoſe who are 
c̃greleſs and deſperate: But then, 


this quicker appreb 
row, makes them {er the more tru- 


fy Guard againſt thoſe Invaders that 


occaſion it. This keeps them from 


groſs and abominable. Defilements, 


and upon the leaſt deliberate ſin , 


the careful Penitent's Conſcience is 
ſo tender, ſo ſenſible of the ſmart 
and danger, that it preſently looks 


out for a cure, nor will it let him 


reſt, till he has wept in ſecret, and 


reconciled himſelf to his offended 


1 1 And then he takes a freſh 


Courage, 


1 have | a keener ſenſe 
[of the theinouſneſs of their Miſ- 


enfion of the Sor- 


and whoſe fir n is covered. And as 
he who frequently thinks of Death 


ſeen) have removed all juſt occaſions 
of fears and diſorders in this Life, 
- and rendred it calm and ſatisfactory, 
ſo when he has paſſed through this 
valley of Tears, his following ad ven- 


n 


courage, he puts on again an humble 


joy, he looks upon his treaſure in 
Heaven, and his countenance can be 


no longer dejected, nor his Deport- | 
ment ſad: He changes his Aſhes. 
and Sackcloth, for the Robes of. joy 


and gladneſs. He is no longer in 
the number of thoſe who are in bon- 


dage to fin, and in fear of Hell; for 


Joyful, as well as bleſſed muſt he 


needs be, whoſe iniquity is forgiven, 


and judgment, will (as we have 


tures will be fafe and pleaſi Ing 5 


which is the next Head of | iſcourle. 


1 ) 


Death and Fuag ment, 


will make our Deaths 
comfortable, and your 5 


ren on's Glorious. 


happy and welcome. He has made 
the beſt Proviſion againſt the hour of 


Death, who, by frequenc thoughts 


of it, has removed the fears and 
terrors, wherewith he that is un- 
mindful of it, is miſerably enſnared 
when. it falls ſuddenly 'upon him. 
He Who has ſpent moſt of his hours 
in a careful expectation of it, has 
not much to do, and leſs to fear, 
when it makes its approach. He 
whoſe Leap has been a great while 
0. — 


A earl Meditarion- * 


Timely « care to die nll by n- 
ving ſo, will make your Deaths 


(46) 
lighted , and his 0yl burning, can 


with little trouble a. 4 and make it 
ſhine che brighter, when his Lord 
calls Him out to meet him. Nor is 
he only in à readier poſture to go 


forth, 


ut he moves with greater 
Joy and 


N becauſe he has good 
hopes of accrptation. If he has 
been Faithful in his Stewardſhip, and 
can give in, à juſt and fair account 
of the management of his Talents, 
errours only excepted, he may rot 
only be ready, but humbly ambit 
ox too, to hear his Lord is at Lei- 
ſure to take in his Accounts; not 
becauſe he deſerves, but becauſe: his 
gracions Maſter has prowiſed, if he 
can acquit himſelf well, he will 
enlarge his Truſt. And who: ſo. 
likely to give an honeſt Account, 
as he who moſt. frequently thinks 
he is accountable > What has the 
pious Soul then to do when it comes 
to part with the Body (and has not 
been unmindful of his parting) but 
1 to 


( 47.) 


to welcome. Death, and addreſs. "i 
its Lord afte . or the like man- 

ner? Lord l have ſhown my Love 
to thee, what. I was able, by a care- 


Fal, 4 erz e obedi· 
ence to thy: ommands,: And what 
is it thou wonfdlt have; me do nowꝰ 
fure theres nothing, alter this long 
and dear Acquaintance. with thee, 
will make me deny or. fotſake thee. 
But what's the dliſfculiy I am now 
called to uijdergo? only to leave 
this World; = L may. be freed 
from 170 400 fear, and be admitted 
into thy preſence, where nothing un- 
worthy or uneaſy can appear? Is 
this all that is, required of, me, to 
ut off this earthly Tabernadle, and 
be cloath d with Humortality? Lord 
Lam not the only unnatural Crea- 
ture thou haſt made, void of Love 
to its Original andaverſe to going 
to it. Lam thine, I came from 
thee, 2 when thou pleaſeſt, take 
me to thy Jelf again. I am not con. 
cern d 
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n d chat 1 ſhall not wander up. 
450 down any longer in the Body: 
but rather ſhall be thankful to be un- 
cloathd again: That it muſt be 
thus, is no new Article to my Creed. 
I am not only content, but ambiti- 
ou, if thou ſeeſt it fit, to have my 
Soul make One among the Spirits of 
the Juſt. ' I never thought, the Part 
I had to act in this World, was any 


other than that of a Pilgrim and So- 


| Journer > and thereſoiv- Tam not 
ſurpriz d that thou wilt pleaſe to 
make me an Ixbabitant in a better. 
There's no ſeparation could ſeem 
grievous to me, but that which ſepa- 
. rates the wicked from thy bleſſed pre- 
| ſence. But to beparted Fon) the Body 
and uneaſineſs of this Life, is a change 
that I have been a great While, not 
only thinking of, but providing for, and | 
aſpiring after. Every one, 1 queſti- 
on not, whatever his Faith be in o- 
ther Matters, would make an hearty 
Confelſion, that it were a great Bleſ- 
ſing 


11 A. 
fing to be in ſo good a Preparation 
to leave the World, as inch Cordial 
Addreſſes would imply. This (friend- 
ly Reader) may by the Bleſſing of 


God, upon thy ſerious thoughts and 

| due Application of thy Departure 
| Hence, be thy Portion. It thou 
wilt thus be induced to live the 
Life, thou canſt not, if thou wouldſt, 
avoid dying the Death of the Righ- 

1 teous. If the former part of thy 
Life be like his, the Concluſion 
j will be ſo too. Let but the thoughts 
, of Death, engage thee to live to 
| |} God, and he who will be thy Guide 
J till Death, will be thy Comfort then. ; 
And when thou haſt thus, without 
ö any terror, paſſed the Gate of death, 
3 fear not, but thou (halt paſs to a 
t joyful Reſurrection: Then ſhalt 
1 thou for all that care and concern 


for the Honour of God and thy own 
-I Salvation (which, the thoughts of 


Death and Judgment, recommended 
to thy care and practice) be publick- 
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(50) 


ly acknowledged and had in honour 


before the faces of Angels and Men: 
Then ſhall thy Recompence, which 
inſpirited thy endeavours, ſo far 


_ tranſcend even thy own Expectati- 
ons, as to fill thee, not only with 
praiſe, but wonder. But if thou 
ſhouldſt (reflecting upon thy own 


weak Performances) ſtand amazed 
that ſuch Glory ſhould be the Re- 


compence of thy imperfect Services, 
if it ſhould exceed thy Conception, 


how thy Body, when once reduced 


to Duſt and ſcattered Aſhes, ſhould 


purely by the Divine Fiat be rallied 


again into a decent Figure, and re- 
vive; Conſider, tis the power of 


him who firſt made it, that is again 
to reduce it, and all thy wonder cea- 


ſes. Look unto Jeſus thy Fore run- 
ner, who was thy Pledge and Sure- 


ty; ſee him Delivered from the 
Arreſt of Death, and aſcended into 
Heaven, and thou canſt not think it 


range, that where the Head alrea- 


dy 


Righteouſneſs. And therefore 


(51) 


dy is, the Members ſhould gain ad- 


miſſion. But if when thou art 


thus raiſed, the Everlaſting Joys of 


Heaven (hould Jook like too ſplen- 
did a Recompence for thy momenta- 


ny ſervices : Look not at thy own 


r hn pot urges: * A > - gs 4 
Demerits, but the Promiſes of God, 
and thou wilt ſee, though it be an 


eaſy matter to exceed thy Merits, no- 
thing can exceed the Bounty, of. that 
God who is to beſtow the Recom- 
pence. But if neither the fore- men- 


tioned Advantages, nor the ever= 


laſting Recompences which would 


attend him that timely admits the ſe- 


rious thoughts of Death and Judg- 


ment have Rhetorick enough to per- 
ſwade thee, I will try in the next 
place, whether the conſideration of:: 
God's Judgments upon thoſe. who! 
forget their own, will learn thee 


: . 
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The next 16 onfideration 1 is 
the mi ghty Misfortunes 
 anditrecoverableLoſs will 
over- tale them, wholive 
regardleſs of Death and 
— 


E who does not think oP lea- 
- ving this World, nor giving 


in an account in the other, is like 


to be very remiſs and careleſs at pre- 


ſent. What ſhould he do, but live 
as he liſts, who fancies himſelf to be 
under no Rule or Government? He 


that forgets he has a Superiour, or 


is unmindful of the Reckoning he 
is to make up with him, has thrown - 
off all Awe and Reſtraint. Thus 


that unmannerly Servant who made 


that wicked Remark (not out of 
Love 


Love to his Maſter but his Sins) My 
Lord delays his coming, preſently . 


for them, and what an heavy Sen- 


(53) 


began to create Diſorders, and of- 
fer Abuſes to his fellow Servants. 


But what will this rebellious and un- 
_ fortunate Servant ſay or do, when 


he ſees his Maſter juſt at hand, to 


call him to an Account for his Truſt, 
and correct his Miſdemeanours? 


This will be no excuſe when his Ma- 


ſter calls, that hs Lamp is out of or- 
der, that he never confidered he 


ſhould have an occaſion for it. 
Think then, thou who art unmind- 
ful of Death and Judgment, what a 
flight Preparation thou haſt made 


tence muſt paſs upon thee for having 
made no better. And what if an 

Excuſe would be heard; Could'ſt 
thou plead for thy ſelf? Thou 


could'ſt neither alledge want of 


notice, or want of power to have 
done better. Lord! what confuſi- 
on muſt the Sinner needs be in, when 
. 4 3 he 


1 
he ſees Death ready to lay violent 
hands on him, and ſo be haled to 
Judgment, when he is unmindful of = 
the one, and unprovided for the o- 
ther? 1 dont imagin Death upon 
its own account is ſo dreadful a 
Mefſenger, but they are its Follow- 
ers, Hell and God's indignation that 
i ſeize and torment the dying Sinner. 
He is not ſo much concerned that he 
is to die now, as that he has not 

lived till now: Tis not fo fright- 
ful a Notice , that he muſt ſtay no 
longer here; but that is the diſmal 
Proſpect, He is going to another 
State, where he muſt be miſerable 
for ever. Some have pretended ſo 
far to deſpiſe the face of Death, that 
as an inſtance of it, they have been 
their own Executioners. Thus the 


unhappy Wretch may effect that in 


a Minute, which a natural Decay 
would nor perhaps haye effected ſo 
ſoon: But this Act undoubtedly 
proceeded not from Valour, but 

| . from 
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3 
from fear: And all the guilty 


Wretch gets by it, is, to be the 

ſooner and ſafer in the hands of 
him he feared. The Devil is not 
Baffled with this ready Compliance 


with his own Command; His Exe 


cution is enforced for Body and 
Soul. So that in this very cafe 
where the Sinner ſeems to deſpiſe 


the fears of Death, they only give 
place to thoſe more diſmal ones of 


Hell and Miſery. Suppoſe the Sinner 
not to be at all diſmay'd at this ever- 


laſting Rule, It i appointed for all 


Men once to die z yet how will he 
bear that terrible Sound fo grating ro 
his Ears, Ariſe ye Dead and come to 


Judgment > This is that which 


makes the Confuſion, he is to give 


in his Accounts, but has been ſo 


regardleſs of the Truſt repoſed in 

him, that he never conſidered he had 
any. No wonder then if that dark- 
neſs, which he is ſhortly to be Ba- 
niſhed to, begin already to cloud 


D 4 and. 


( 56.) 
and over-whelm him. What a1 
Hell and Perplexity muſt he needs 

-- ,be in, when with the greateſt Sur- 
prize he ſinds his Soul taking its 
Fligli, but has provided no place of 

Safety for ĩt to flee unto? *Tis hunt- 
ed and chaſed out of its preſent 

Reſting place, but knows not whither 
to repair for Shelter. The Rocks 
and Mountains are no ſaſe Retreat, 

for there the Enemy and Avenger 

will purſue and find-it out. Tis no 
wonder he is unwilling in this caſe 
to. let the Soul take Wing, when ne 
ſees nothing but deſpair and rage 
ready to receive and keep it compa- 
ny. Theſe and ſuch like, are the 
diſmal Conſequences of putting off 
the thoughts of Death and Judg- 
ment, whether the Sinner will be- 
here, &provide againſt them or not, 
his neglect of them will never render 
(as he will find by his own Experi- 
ence) that threatning falſe, There ir 
ao peace ſaith my God to the * 


n 

The Sinner's own Conſcience, tho 
it has been a great while d afleep, _ 
when once it comes, though againſt 
this will, to be awulened, withont 


Judge or Witneſs, will be ſevere e- 
nough to trouble and diſcompoſe 
'him-; though theſe are nothing but 
- Preludium's to that unſpeakable hor- 

Tour which will make him ſhrink at 
the preſence of his Judge. And 
what an addition will this be to his 
already amazing Sorrows, That all 
this preſent, but now -anavoidable 
Miſery might have been prevented, 
by a timely and wiſe Fore-ſght ? 
That by an early admittance of thoſe 
great Truths Death and Judgment, 
which he was ſo often warned and 
reminded of, he might have prevent- 
ed thoſe rs, that by his own. 
neglect are become irremediable. To 
apprehend the additional Torments 
that muſt arife from theſe. d iſmal- re- 
flections upon his own -negleCt, re- 
ꝓreſent to thy ſelf; *Didft thou ne- 
— Y 5 ver 
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0 
ver with regard to this World, meet 
with any diſorder, when thy own 
neglect occaſion'd thy misfortunes ?. 
But didſt thou never find the more 
incurable Wounds and Dartings of 
a troubled Mind, from the conſide- 
ration of thy fins, both upon the 
account of thy ingratitude to God, 
and thy unnatural Cruelty to thy own 
Soul? Wouldſt not thou ſometimes 
have reckoned it a favour to have 
been a ſtranger to thy own RefleQi- 
ons? How canſt thou then think 
tamely of ſuffering ſuch uneaſineſſes, 
as muſt be the unfortunate compani- 
ons of him, who at one view ſhall 
have all his ſins, in all their aggra- 
vating Circumſtances repreſented to 
him, and ſtanding in full force a- 
gainſt him azrepented of? Theſe, as 
terrifying apprehenſions as they are, 
muſt be the inſeparable Aſſociates of 
thoſe who perſiſt in an unmindful- 
neſs and deſpite of Death and Judg- 
ment, What greater cauſe for fear 


( 59) 


can the moſt melancholick fancy in- 
vent than theſe real fears of the Al-- 
mighty? When the Sinner ſhall ſee 
God's indignation armed with his. 


own Crimes, he muſt think it a 


| fearful thing, to fall into the hands- 
| of an Omnipotent Being, that is juſt- 
Iy incenſed againſt him: And up- 
on this Account, ſays one (whoſe 
Memory I ought to Reverence) I: 
wonder how the Souls of wicked: 
Men and unbelievers go not out of 
their Bodies, as the Devils out of 
 Demoniacks, rending; raging; tear- 
ing and foaming. I wonder how 
any can die in their Wits, who die 
not in the Faith of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Now one would think; af- 
ter ſeeing the diſmal Conſequences 
of a Forgetfulneſs of Death and 
Judgment, Men might have leave 
given them to reject them, if they 
pleaſe. But I have one word more 
to work upon the fears of thoſe Men: 
by, who will not yet be perſwaded : 
1 — to. 
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What ſort-of 


- Prey y, ſtay till Death has done its 


(60) 
to prepare for their future Happinefs. 
Company do they ex- 
pect to hve with in the other World? 


This, when they come near their 


Drath, they are very often convin- 


ced of by their own Senſes; when 
they ſee the Devils, not only. in 


appearance, but, as far as l know, m 
reality ten ding u 


upon them. Why 5 
might not the Devils be as buſie in 

haliog the Soul of Dives to the 
place of Torment, as the good An- 
gels were in carry ing that of Læza- 


ru to the other of Joy and Reſt? I 
queſtion not but very often theſe Ap- = 
pearances are only in the diſturbed 
Imagination, and proceed from Bo- 
dily Diſtemper: Tet T cannot tell 
vut ſometimes, the guilty Soul may 


hold a Correſpondence , and have 
ſome preſent Intercourſe with the 


Evil Spirits tis haſting to: They 


 hke Vermine, ws forthbelr 


2 — * then take the miſerable 
Souls 


8 
Souls into their on malicious Poſſeſ— 
un And then, be fare, their E- 
verlaſting abode muſt be with damn d 
and miſerable Spirits like themſelves. 
Conſider therefore, tis generally the 
Temper of Men to find an uneaſineſfss 
upon their Spirits, when they hear 
the Cries and Lamentations of the 
Diſtreſſed, but can't relieve them: 
Nor do they care to Converſe long 
with thoſe who are in great. pain of 


Body, or anguiſh of Mind, unleſs 


they can preſcribe to the relief of the 
one, or adminiſter to the Conſolati- 
on of the other. What a ſtrange 
addition then, (if any thing can be 
o) miſt it be to the impenitent dy- 


ing Wretche's inward terrors, that 


„ 


N 


be is going to be confin'd toa place, 
where there is nothing but Lamenta- 
tion, and Mourning, and Woe; 
where the only noiſe will begroans 
and complaints; and ſome of thoſe 
loud Shrieh which the Sinner may 
aar, {hall be Curſes upon 1 | 
| from 


(62) 
| from his old Companions, or near- 
eſt Relations, for that his bad Ex- 
ample, or worſe Counſel , has con- 
tributed to the Miſery of the Diſtreſ- 
ſed. This will be no (mall Calami- 
ty to him who has been uſed to have 
another ſort of Greeting from them. 
A Proſpect of ſuch a Miſerable Soci- 
_ ety would be Paniſhment enough to 
a ſtander by, Ä he felt none of 
his own. Rn 


If the Atheiſt would obje &, The 
fear of ſuch Events, and the Sorrow 
which is ſuppoſed to be the effect of 
them, is nothing but a vain Imagina- 
tion, that theſe and the like Impreſ- 
ſions are made upon the Fancy, by 
repreſenting things to it, as Realities, 
which are nothing ſo, and from thence 
| ſhould argue, that all theſe Misfor- 
tunes and Loſſes are as needleſs, as 
the thoughts of Death and Judg- 
ment are uſeleſs: Whence then a- 


ries that fear to him in Death, wha 
Nas 


1 (639) 
has diſavow d the Belief, and oppo- 
ſed the Practice of every thing that 
was good and ſerious all his Life? 
How comes he, who has tried to har- 
den his Conſcience, and defied all 
Notices of future Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments, to be ſeiz d upon, againſt 
his choice, with remorſes and rel uctan- 
cies of his own Mind; ſo that, a- 


midſt the ſharpeſt pains of his Body, 


his Conſcience has been a greater Tor- 
ment and Burden to him? when he 
has only groan d under the Diſtem- 
pers of his Body, he has roared for 
the diſquietneſs of his Mind? What 
are theſe Laſhes of his Conſcience, 
but Preſages of the Judgment and 
Torment he is haſting to? So that 
there can't be a plainer Argument 
ad hotninem, to prove an Hell by, 
than the Sinner's fears of it. For 
God would never have Poſſeſs d the 
Race of Mankind with ſuch an af- 
frighting ſenſe of the Conſequence of 
their fins, but that he intended it as 


w + 
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it had been well for him, if he would 


a proper Warning to keep them from 
ng in the Puniſhment due to 
them. The nearer Men come to the 
other World, the clearer fight have 
they of things there, as they really 
are: They have a plainer view of 
what they are to ſuffer or enjoy; fo 
that, whereas the Sinner's Stupidity 
and unconcernedneſs in his Life, had 
its rife from fidelity, his preſent 


errors at his Death are occaſion'd by 


too plain an Intuition. The Man 
who is concern d and troubled, that 


he has committed Iniquity, has rea- 


ſon from thence to be convinced, 
that there is a Puniſhment awaits 


mim for having done ſo. Not only 


the Voice of God, and the*Coun- 
ſels of good Men clear this Trath 
to him, but even his own heart 
gives an undeniable Teſtimony to 
it z and though his Heart in ſeveral 
Other things be deceitfal, yet in this 


'have believed its Neportr. At were 
a | as wh well 


6855 . 
well then Men would be perſwaded 
frequently to admit the thoughts of 
Death and Judgment, which would 
mollify their Hearts, ſo as they could 
not obſtinately reſiſt the kind Warn- 
ings they would give them of that 
Wrath, by feeling whereof they will 
be unavoidably cruſnt and undone. 


Thus having conſidered the an- 
ſpeakable , but irrecoverable Loſſes and 
_ Sorrows ,” which they who are un- 

mindful of Death and Judgment ex- 
Poſe themſelves to; Fhope the Ter- 
rours of the Lord will perſwade 
Men to frequent and ſerious thoughts 
about them, in time of Health and 
Vigour ; and then they will be qua- 

lified to obſerve, and (by God's Bleſ- 
fing) receive Comfort in the follow- 
ing Directions, which are given 
them, to aſſiſt them at the approach 
of Sickneſs and Deatn 


| P roper- 
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| Proper Bmtertatinnitnes for 
Men when $ ickneſs or 
Death aſſault them; with 
" fntable Devotions to Ad- 
* ta Cod in. 


| T* E Firſt thing 1 I recommend 

. to you upon the earlieſt No- 
_ tice of a Change, is to ſettle your | 
Temporal Affairs. The reaſon why 

| {place this Advice here, is, becauſe 
- ſome Mens Circumſtances are ſo 
Changeable, that what they have 
made a wiſe Diſpoſal of, the laſt 
Year or Month, may not appear with 
the ſame face the next : Otherwiſe 
theſe Conſiderations ſhould always 
take place ſooner - But they can't 
(without unreaſonable damage) be 
deferred longer. This — 2 diſ- 
1 orders 
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orders the Minds of Men, when they 
come to leave this World, that they 
have not conſidered how to diſpoſe 
of what they leave in it. One is in 
an hurry, and can't tell who to leave, 
what he has to; another is in a fret, 
he can leave no more, as grateful 
acknowledgments of natural Afecti- 
ons, or Returns for Obligations re- 
ceived. But theſe things ought to 
have been conſidered ſooner: Tis 
a ſhame to let the World diſcompoſe : 
thee when thou art leaving of it: 
Thou haſt had already more thoughts 

and cares about it than it deſerves: 
Let it not do thee the greateſt In jury, 
when it can do thee no kir 7 

As to the former of theſe Caſes, that 
is not ſo common; and my Pro- 
viſion againſt it may ' be ſhorter. 


| Thoſe who are in ſuch plentiful 
Circumſtances, that they know not 
who to diſpoſe their Riches to, have 
ſo my Objedts of Charity daily be- 


ſpeaking 
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Tpeaking them in that paſſionate 


Language, Come and help ws ; That 
I wonder how Men can deny to them 
who want in their Lives, what, by 
reſerving to themſelves, may create 
an uneaſineſs at their Death. They 
always know how to make a wiſe di- 


ſpoſal of their Svperfuity, how. to 


put it out to the moſt gainful Inte- 


reſt 7 and ſafeſt Cuſt Y, into the 


hands of God, by diſtributing it to 


their needy Creatures; by encreafing 
the Comforts, and relieving the Ne- 
 ceſſities of their poor Brethren. And 


as a living Charity will be moſt ac- 
ceptable to God, and look more like 
an Act of Obedience and devotedneſs 


to him, than what can be detain'd no 
longer; which looks as if it were 


thrown upon him for want of a 


better uſe : So ſuch an early Di- 
| fpoſe of what Men can ſpare, to the 
fervice of God, and good of their 


fellow Creatures, is an argument of 


 Sagacity as well as Charity in the Do- 


nor's 


E „„ | 
nor ; for by this means he ſhall, in 

the following part of his Life, have 
the pleaſing RefleFions of having done 
good turns, and the beſt Return of 
his Charity too, which he can re- 

ceive in this World, the prayers of 
them he has beſtowed his favours up- 
on. . | 


I I would have Men of ample For- 
tunes, and ſplendid Figures in this 
World, be known and diſtinguiſh'd 
in the next, by thoſe Sparks and 

| Gems in their Heavenly Crowns, 
which ſhall] be conferred upon them, 
for a liberal diſtribution of their earth- 
ly Treaſares. I would, by no means, 
have that Greatneſs and Wealth, 
which make them reſpected here, (for 
want of a becoming Management of 
it) make them deſpiſed for ever. And 
therefore my humble ad vice to ſuch 
zs, that they would be careful to di - 
ſpoſe their Talents ſo, that they may 
= them to lay hold upon Eternal 
Life 1 
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As to that other more common 


Complaint of dying Men, That they 


can't leave enough to Poſterity, that 
they can't leave their Favourites, the 
World's darlings too; let it be e- 
nough for thee, that thou canſt 
leave the Bleſſing of the great Gd 
to them. Be ſure to leave nothing 
to Poſterity anjuſtly gotten, or un- 
charitably detained; nothing but 
what is thy own, nor every thing 
that is ſo. Leave nothing which 
thy paſt Oppreſſion or Oncharitable- 
eſs, may conſume or blaſt. Steal 
nothing from God to enrich thy Sur- 
vivors, which thou wilt do, if thou 
oOmitteſt Acts of Charity, according 
to thy Ability. Keep always a run- 
ning Stock in his hands, who will 
never forſake the Righteous, nor ſuf- 
fer their Seed to beg. Commit thy 
Friends and Relatives to the Care 
and Guardianſhip of that God, who 
has Mercy in reſerve for a thouſand 
genera- 


En 


generations of them that fear him; 


Reſign them to the Bleſſing of him, 


with whom, all the diſtreſſe ed and 
fatherleſs find Relief: Give them 


good and pious Inſtructious which 


may be of greater uſe to them, than 
the largeſt Income: Teach them to 
look up to Heaven with bended 
Knees for their daily Bread, and 
though thou canſt furniſh them with 
5 no Supply, but what muſt im- 
mediately come down from thence; 

fear not they will be content and 

happy. I don't fay this to hinder a 
frugal Management, and a Religious 
care for Poſterit But when that 

is taken, I woul have Men under no 
diſturbance or anxiety about the E- 


vent. it does not look like a dying 


Expreſſion of thy Truſt in God, or 

Good will to Men, to ſuſpect that nei- 
ther the Providence of the one, nor 
the Charity of the other will keep thy 


Poſterity from periſhing by Want. 


Riches are uncertain Epjoyments, 
may 
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may prove Snares, as well as Bleſ- 
ſings. Vertue is a ſafer Talent than 
Wealth. Leave then thy Poſterity, 
and the Diſtribution of theſe mat- 
ters to the All-wiſe Providence of the 
great Governour of all things. Lord! 
What an uneaſineſs have I ſeen in 
dying Men, to part with the things 
of this Life > how have their minds 
run upon their Bonds and Merchan- 
diſe and terrene Affairs, when there 
were more, ſuitable matters to have 
taken up their thoughts 2 Settle 
therefore thy worldly Concerns (fo 
far as can be) in thy health and vigour, 
that thou mayeſt have no diſturbance 
from them in a dying hour. If thou 
ſheweſt tis thy Midtion then to part 
with them, tis an argument thou haſt ö 
too great an ection for them. A 
Competency is, undoubtedly , the 
Bleſſing of God, which he does not 
deſerve, who does not ule it with a 
thankful and prudent Enjoyment. 
But the love of theſe things * 
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does harm: And he who, when he — 


is moſt at leiſure, would be at the [ 
expence of an anxious Concern'to [1 
gain the whole World, will have laid 


| out more about it, than the Acquire- — 
ment of it is worth. Thele things, | 
even in the time we can belt ſpare, 
are but low and mean Entertainment: ʒ 
but to let them thruſt out our nea- 
reſt Concerns, and caſt a vail over 
our Everlaſting Bliſs, when we ſhould 
be juſt expecting an admiſſion to it, 
is an argument of a ſordid, as well as 
an earthy Soul. It is a great Vany, | 
ever to ſet our affections upon theſe | 
matters; but tis the Vanity of Vani- ” 
ties to let the Love of them zxereaſe, 


when the Ufe and Enjoyment of | 
ZV | 
Here's the treacherous Nature of 1 

Earthly Poſſeſſions: They torment 1 

| their Lovers when they can't cereſs I 
i them; and like the Prince of Tray- | 
| i tors, make the kindeſt offers of Ex- --_ 


E braces, 
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races, when they deſign utmoſt R; 


mie. They bewitch Men, when 
1 they are forſaking them ; and get 
= ' he ſtrongeſt Poſſeſſion of them, 
When they muſt preſently be diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed of them. But, for ſhame, let 
them not, whilſt they are ſhaking 
hands with thee, and taking their 
aſt Fare-wells, find ſuch an Endear- 
ment as to diſfurb that Peace which 
- .they could never give. As for thy 
Body, that muſt ſhortly have a nea- 
ter Relation to them when tis Duſt 
and Aſhes; But be ſure to keep thy 
Soul free from their Defilements. 
Let not the Love of that which the 
Heathens own'd for its own fake 
i contemptible, gain ſuch an undue E- 
= ſteem with thee, as to. divert thee 
From what is invaluable. —_ 


Bid the things of this World be 
content, that thou didſt entertain 
them civily , whilſt they could be 
uſeful : But thou art now going 8 
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be wafted upon a fertile Shoar, where 


thou ſhalt never meet with want or 


. Fuge Alas! alas! If thou 
can 18 


not take this indifferent leave 


of them, I am afraid thou haſt too 


Hons. What ſhouldſt thou now 


ſend thy Soul into the World to run 
up and down in it, as if it were not 
ſatisfied; when all thou canſt ask of 


this World (if thou couldſt Petiti- 


on the Grandees of it) is only a 


Coffin, a winding Sheet, and as much 


ſuppoſe the worſt, that thou ſhouldſt 


be diſappointed of thy reaſonable re- 
queſt a decent Interrment 3 thy 
Body will never feel the want of it, 


— 7  - 


ſtrong a reliſh of the ſeeming Plea- 
ſure that is in them. I am afraid 
thou placeſt too ſtrong a confidence 

in them, otherwiſe Heaven, the Re- 
nN | fadenceot God, the Beauty of all his 
Works, and the utmoſt Expreſſzon of 
his Love to his Creatures, would be 
ſtrong enough to diſengage thy affe- 
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ſtartled at the thoughts of agent 


ther Symptonzs of thy Departure, give 


66.) 
and che Angels Will gladly ca 
Soul into the b. 7 2 


s of peace 
and reſt, Suffer not then theſe: = 
to diftra# and diſcompoſe thy Min 
When thou art going to a God, and 
Heaven, where there is AZ-f; ſufficiency : 
There's thy Treaftire, keep thy heart 


no longer here. 


Having 


FR | 


therefore OR kene of 


this Worl: , and every thing in it, 
ſet thy ſelf with all thy might to 
make a i becoititg Preparation for the 
other: Behave not thy 


ſelf like one 
affrighted at the appearance of Death, 
the common End of all Men, n 


or 


the only Comfort of a dying Chri- 
ſtian. If natural decay, or any o 


thee a Friendly Notice, don't try to 
avoid, which is impoffible, but 


prepare to rheet this 5 * 


mons, ſhow what thou art ab 
Wilden, Courage, and , 


(10 
by a brave and Chriſtian Submiſſi- 
on, to the pleaſure * "7 . 
and. Judt Aten > 


'Doſt thou think tis thelaſk Act of 
thy Life thou art now entring upon? 
Endeavour to Behave thy ſelf bravely 
in it, and take a decent Farewel of 


thou wilt wong have no occaſion 

Set thy ſelf to bear thy Infir- 

 mities, and prepare for thy Diſolu- 

tion, and beg the Divine Aſſiſtance 
to ſupport thy frailty, that 05 

ä — do nothing which may bring 

diſhonour to God, or give offence to 


Men, or make thee a reproach to thy 
ſelf. 


Now Nature grows weak and feeble 
and has quaſh'd thy Delights and En- 


Faith, and Hope, and Patience, which 


joy ments here, ſhew that thy Faith 


is ſtronger, and that thy * lye 
beyond This World. Think not then 
ſo much that thy Body is going to 


E ; duſt, 


. (38). | 
duft, as that Heaven is open to receive 
thy Soul: And therefore fear not 

Death when it comes upon a friendly 
Etrand, to break open the Priſon- 
door, and let the Captiv d Soul go 
free. Endeavour to compoſe thy 
ſelf, and put on thoſe Heavenly 
Graces, which will not only be for 
Ornament, but Dſe too, in the other 
World. Thou art not now, like an 
Actor in a Play, to Perſonate ſome- 
thing great, and preſently to be diſ- 


| robed again, and loſe thy greatneſs , 


with thy Garb. Put on Vertue and 5 


Belle like a Robe, and thou ſhalt 
arry them with 'thee into the other 


Word. where they will make these 


Everlaſting] y Glorious and Honou- 
rable.. 


Let nothing n now „ that i is diſconſo- | 
late or uneaſy, more than the natu- 
ral Attendants of Death, come near 
thee. As for the ſettling and diſpo- 
ing thy ſtates for this World, 1 
have, 


r 
= 
f 
e. 


a 
have recommended them to thy 
more early care, and I have no rea- 
ſon to fear, if thou haſt made a | 
uſe of the foregoing part of this 
Diſcourſe, that thou art a ſtranger 
now to thy Everlaſting Concerns; 


But ſtill} the Enemy of thy. Welfare 


will be endeavouring to the very laſt 


to leſſen thy Foy, and diſturb thy 


Peace, and (if it were poſſible) to 
ſhake thy Faith and Hope. If there- 
fore he would, in the moſt affright- 
ing Poſtures, ſet before thee the fins 
of thy Youth, like drawn Swords to 
keep thee out of Paradiſe, let thy 
paſt Repentance, and thy Saviour's 
Interceſſion awake thy Faith: And 


if he upbraids hee with the great- 
eſt of thy paſt Sins, tell him thou 


haſt been a long time afraid to com- 
mit the ſalleſt; and therefore, tho 


thou haſt reaſon to be humble, yet 
thou haſt none to be diſconſolate. 


Tell him, tho thou haſt committed 


great ſins, through the Divine Bleſ- 
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- fing thou haſt forſaken them too: 


And being waſhed in the Blood of 

Chriſt , thou doſt not fear the ſtain 
of them. Tell him, fince thou haſt 
_ parted with them, thou art ſure they 


thy God. Tell him, thou haſt pou- 
red out many Sight and Tears to the | 
offended Majeſty of Heaven, againſt {| 
whom they were committed; and 
that he has bottled them, as well as 
catalogued thy Sins: And thou 
art ſure, upon thy penitential Achtow- 
ledgments , to find him a God of 
Mercy and Forgiveneſs. Tell him, 
Whatever comes of thy other La- 
dours, what thou haſt ſowr i» tears, 
thou makeſt no queſtion, but thou 
ſhalt reap in joy. Whatever other 
Addreſſes God may ſbut his ear to, 
thou feareſt not bur he will hear the 
voice of thy Weeping. 


Ihe urges, thy Repentance was late, 


can never: ſeparate between thee and | 


and therefore not to be confided in 
confeſs 


r 


tance to be, upon 


Ns, becauſe tis as ſeldom ſerious 3 


has been the more unſtain d, and 


thee to hope for, and 3 tul- 
ay + 


(8%) 


confeſs indeed thou muſt ( with 


ſhame) thou didſt run a mighty dan- 


ger in erring ſo long from the Paths 
of God's Commandments ; but thou 


haſt the more reaſon to adore and 
truſt that infinite Goodneſs and Mer- 

cy, which did not take the advantage 
and for eiture of thy delay. Tell 


him, thou owneſt, a late Repen- 
all accounts a ve- 


ry. anadpiſcable. refuge - tis ſeldom 


but ſeriouſneſs always makes it ſafe. 
Tell him, thats thy — Thy Re- 
bellion lafſed long, but thy Loyalty 


thon wilt now ſpend-the laſt dropof 
thy Blood for - th Prince's Service. 


Tel him, That-he is enfiuled to 


wear the Everlaſting Crown who dies 
a Conquerour. This is the gracious 


1 promiſe of the God of Truth, and 


tis far enough from Preſumption in 


Sy 11 


e 


If he would divert thy thoughts, 
and put off thy Everlaſting Concerns 
with the flattering hopes of Reco- 
very, and a longer ſtay here, Tell 
him, Thou haſt ſeen ſo much of this 
World, that thou canſt be no Tong- 
er dazled with the vanities and delu- 
fon of it. Bid him go Tempt thoſe 
who are ſo taken with their portion in 
this Life, that they forget they have. 
an iuberitance in the Life to come. 
Fell him, Thy hopes, and the arcom - 
pliſbment of them, are ſo great and 
near, that thou ſcorneſt and diſdain- 
eſt:to change them for all the preſent 
Enjoyments, this World can make a 
Nader of. If thou ſhouldſt be (as 
the-Vilgar phraſe it) a Man in h 
Vorid again, yet thy Deſigns and Aims. 
ſnall:always be for the next. That 
_ nothing here, Liſe or all the Enjoy- 
ments of it; ſhall ever move thee 
more; or- ſeparate thy Heart from thy 
true Treaſure. SD 
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Tell: 
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Tell him, The Heavenly Joys are 
no ſovifble, and have made ſuch 
deep Impreſſions by thy Faith upon 
thy Love, that thou wilt never ſuf- 
fer them to /arguiſh more. Tell him, 
Thy future Care and Buſineſs ſhall 
de to improve all thoſe bleſſed Means 
and Opportunities which God ſhall 
afford thee to advance thy Soul to 
the higheſt pitch of Holineſs and 
Happineſs. That thou art ſo ſatisfi.- 
ed in the ſucceſs. and event of: thy - 
preſent Deſigns, that thy heart is fix- 
ed upon them, and by God's Grace, 
ſhall remain unalterably ſo- Tell 
him, There's nothing but God, and 
the enjoyment of him can ill and ſa- 
tisfy thy noble Deſrec; and thou 
accounteſt every thing that offers it 
ſelf in competition with him, to be 
no better than vexation and diſap- 
pointment: And therefore there 
is not any thing can rival with ſuc-.- 
cels the Heavenly Glory. The N 8 
F eſt. 


wih hereafier.: And therefore no 


iñt no better than a long delay, ox 
Fae” from whar chou ä 


that what he calls hving longer , 
in proper Speech, being 


more valuable. Tell him, The ve- 
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eſt Life, the largeſt Revenues, and 
the higheſt Dignities here, are no- 


thing to what thou: hopeſt to meet 


Temptation drawn from theſe things 
en have force Mrs aff to — | 


thee | 


ge i is e i. if * thinks 
to pleaſe and wia upon thee by the 


promiſe of a long Life; for if he 


could give it thee, thou canſt term 


ren FO Thon bal duch a ſenſe 


of the Beauty of the Habitationthou 


art going to, and - ſo enamour'd 


with it, not only for its own excel- 


lency, but „* 1 


* 
and detained from „ is infinitely 


IF 


| take the 


(8). 
7 ſing Life, or the Enjoy- 
SC it, as a bribe Ah 
from being true to God, looks like 
a reproach for the weakneſs of thy 
T aith, but thou wilt never receive 
them as Equivalents for the heaven- 
ly Joys ; That would be too plain- 
a Demon ration of * R 


* 


Tell him, If God ** he would 
ſuggeſt) ſhould ſpare thy Life now. 

it may be taken from — thou 
art in the moſt healthful appearance, 
by any of ten thonſandaccidents : 
But thy joy and hope in Heaven, all 
the Powers 96: 2h r can nere de 

prive th ee 


i. d 


n hn * nothing : 
worth the living longer for; Wars 
and rumours of Wars, Diſputes and 
Animoſeties diſturb Ein gdoms, and 
pleaſure out of all _ A 
chat thou ſeeſt not any —_ Men 

AIC 


9 
* 


() 
are generally agreed upon in thin 
World, but to neglect the only thing 
neceſſary, a becoming Preparation 
for tbe other. And therefore if thou 
liveſt, thou muſt, though not ſeclude 
thy ſelf wholly from the World, yet 
be very careful of the ſnares and 
dangers thou ſhalt be beſet. and en- 
vironed by in it. Thou wilt not 
then think of living long, but well, 
that ſo long as God thinks fit to con · 
tinue thee here, thou mayeſt ſpend thy 
time ſo, as may be pleaſing to God, 
and then it muſt be to thy own Ad- 
vantage here after. 


Tell the Tempter; then, Thou 
canſt but wonder at thy ſelf, that 
this Life and the petty affairs of it, 
ſhould: have conſumed ſo much of 
thy time, and ſtole thy care already. 


Thou art aſham'd thou haſt remain- 
ed ſo long ſtupid and inconſiderate, 
and made. no wiſer proviſſon for the 
only days, thou ſeemeſt to be * 

” — - 


e 

for, thoſe of Death and Judgment ; 
But tell him now, by often and ſe- 
rious Meditation upon thoſe pleaſing 


venly Fire within thee, and that 
thou hopeſt, the Intenſe of Devoti- 
on {ball always burn ſo ſtrong, as to 
conſume the flattering hopes of a 
-preſent earthly Happineſs. Tellhm, 
Thou haſt now ſuch a pleaſing pro- 
ſpect of the Riches of the inviſible 
Canaan, that thou art not at all fond 
| to ſtray any longer in a known Vi- 
derneſs : That thou wouldſt not 
be ſo much miſtaken, as if thou art 
diſcontented with thy Maker's Pro- 
vidence, or unwilling to ſtay here, 
as if thou art weary of thy Lot; 
for thou humbly thankeſt thy God 
for the comfortable Bleſſings he 
wouchſafes to thee, to make thy Pil- 
grimage no greater burden than thou 
canſt bear for his ſake; but ſtill thy 
heart is not united to theſe terrene 
Hure Thou knowelt. God has 
8 4. 


Subjects, thou haſt kindled an he- 


_ _ 


a better Iuberitance in reſerve for 
thee ; and if it ſeems good to his in- 
finite Wiſdom , to beſtow it on thee 
no, thou wilt joyfully part with 
11 every thing here, for thy admiſſion 
 thither. If thou haſt done the 
| Work, upon which he will vouch- 
ſafe to confer the Heavenly Recom- 
pence, thou canſt without any he- 
ſitation pronounce that bleſſed In- 
vitation, Come Lord TFeſus come 
But if thou haft not yet finiſhed 
thy Courſe, and run thy Race ſo, as 
by God's Bleſſing to obtain the 
Crown, how can thou admit any 
other buſineſs. alien and oppoſite to 
thy grand Affair? Tell the Temp- 
ter therefore, Thou art reſolved to 
give the very thing for Heaven, which 
alone can purchaſe it, that is, 4 
felf to God: And thou art ſatis fi. 
end, if thou renounceſt all other 
Hopes, to ſerve him the more in- 
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3 3 
tenſely, he will never forſake thee, 
nor diſcharge thee diſhonourably z 
and therefore his pe, NY 8 
dying, appears to be thy Duty, an 

thou * Redel thy Choice. Tell 
him, Thou canſt not put off ſerions 
Thoughts and holy Exerciſes one 
Minute: Thou lookeſt upon the 

hopes of longer Life, to be no- 
thing but deluſion; unleſs he can 
teach thee how to recal what is paſt, 
thou wilt look upon the promiſe of 


what is to come, to be a vain and 


unreaſonable pretence. 


227 = 2 If thou ſhouldſt miſ- 
employ this preſent Opportunity, 
thou mayeſt . think thou ſhalt 
die the ſafer, as that thou ſhalt live 
the longer, for thy preſent inadver- 
tency. If thou ſhouldſt give ear to 
ſuch wicked ſeducements, and ſport 
thy (elf out of hopes that the Ma- 
ſter will delay his coming; it's the 
very way to have him come in that 
moment 


(90) 
moment wherein thou didſt not er- 


pet him. 


And therefore bid the Tempter 

ceaſe his ineffectual Suggeſtions. 
Tell him, If thou ſhouldſt put off 
good Thoughts vom, thou art not 
ſure thou ſhalt admit them, much 
leſs that God will accept them, if 
he ſhould vouchſafe another Marn- 
ing. But tis moſt likely, chy pre- 
ſent careleſneſs ſhould be n 
with a ſudden _ ' 


Thus nowrithftanding the .. 
quent Examples of the Mortality of 
other Men, and the conſtant Synp- 
' toms of thy own, thou ſhalt wi ſur- 
prized by that, which ought to be 
thy daily Entertainment. Aſſure him 
therefore, Thou art ſo little mile 
with the thoughts of Life and 
Health, that thou wilt gird up thy 
Loans, and ſupply thy Ladies and 
ſet thy Houſe in ſuch a poſture , ” 
will- 


(91 


will become a So Servant v wait- 


ing for his Lord. 


Tell him, If thou ſnouldſt reco- 


ver this Sickneſs, and return the er- 
cy of God in raifing thee up, with 
a forgetfulneſs of him, it would be 


matter of juſt ſorrow to ' thee : 
Thou coyldſt not remember theſe 


5 thy ways, * thou muſt be — 


med. 


In fine 8 * chou art A Te- 


nant at will, and thy Landlord 
gives thee - not only a legal, but a 
Kind warning, prepare for thy remo- 

val ; endeavour after ſuch a Carriage 


as — be a comfort to thee, if thou 


dieſt, but, be ſure no reproach, or cauſe 


of Repemtanee, if thou liveſt, 


But now, if Nature ſhould ſeen 


Troubleſome, by raiſing fears and 


melancholick Apprehenſions about 


* Difolation ; 5 The fear of death, 
(ts 
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_ work of Chriſtianity 


_ thee 


it decays and Ruins, it takes 


f x07 
(tis true) is nu, but tis the 
11 to regulate 
this, as well as all other Paſſions. If 
Nature would put thee into a fer- 


ment at the Thoughts of thy ap- 
proaching Correption, let thy Faith 


make all calm again, with a view of 


Immortality and Incorription. 


Love to thy dear Acquain- 


1 we 
tance. the Body, would make thee 


break out into unſeemly Expreſſions 


at thy parting with itz if it makes 
complain, as if thou ſhouldſt 
never enjoy the pleaſures of it more, 
wave this Diſturbance with this ſea - 
ſonable thought, thon ſhalt never 


hear its Complaints, nor be a partner 
in its ſorrows more. Conſider how 
much diſgrace, and loathſomeneſs, 
and pain, in its beſt State, it ſome- 
times afflicted thee withal, even in 
= its ſtrongeſt Conſtitution it was but 


a crazy Building; but now, through 
up ſo 
much 


(930 


much time and care to ſapport i it, that 
it greatly abates the vigour and acki- 
vity of thy Soul. How eanſt thou 
-prieve cen ha thou ſhalt be relea- 
ted from ſo'troubleſowea Companion, 
and unequal a — > Give it leave 
then to go in peace, and ſee Corruption, 
(which its very Nature has a tenden- 
cy to) till thy Judge ſhall give it a 
Sammons to Life again, at, whoſe 


Command, it ſhall be ſochenged, as 


it will be fit for thy Soul. to exerciſe 3 


thy Graces, and praiſe thy Maker in. 


If the pains thou endureſt would 
occaſion an intemperate Deportment, 
conſider, in a ſhort time thou ſhalt, 
not only be freed from all pain, but 
reſt from all labour too. If thy ſor- 
rows ſeem to be laid on beyond weight 
or meaſure, be aſſured they are no 
more than thy wiſe and tender Father 
proves of. But to filence all com- 


plaiuts and fears ef this fort, conſi- 
der what the ſon of God ſuffered be- 


fore 


— — 4 Ga 


__ 2 5 
| Ffore heentred into his Glory: And 
w bat art thou that thou ſhouldeſt be 
| exempt from Sufferings ? Canſt thou 
hope to receive, or wouldſt thou 
accept the Trophies Victory, and not 
to meet with ſome ſcars, but 
turn thy back upon the Skirmiſp ? 
Canſt thou repine that thou art gent. 
ly tormented with God's Diſcipline, 


thee with his. Serrets * Look then 
into the inyifible World, and thou 
wilt find a warmth and Influence 

from thence, that will keep thee 

from all juſt fears; that ow. art 
going to be an Inhabitant in it, 
and will make thee go with Joy and 
alacrity. 2 5 


Having therefore am ſome 
of thoſe * , temptations and obſta- 
cles which might ſtand in thy way, 
and hinder thy peaceable departure, 
thou haſt little to do, but to ſet thy 
ſelf to the Exerciſe of thoſe ſpecial 
graces 


who is about to refreſh and comfort | 


1 
graces which will adorn and ſalace a 
dying Chriſtian. For I am now ad- 
dreſſing to one, whom I ſuppoſe to 
have read, and thus far practiſed 
the foregoing , or better directions; 
and then Iam to hope his Life has 
been ſo cautious , that his Death 
can't be a ſurprize: He has none of 
thoſe ſtings and remorſes which too 
often gall and fret the inconſiderate; 
no unealy reſtitutions to make, no 
differences to reconcile, which were 
too difficult Ts for him in his 
health and welfare; nor any thing i 
new and unthought of, which his 1 
own preparation and foreſight have 
not armed him againſt. _ | 


Bnut though he has none of thoſe 
affrighting Wickednefles to trouble 
him (which are too often the unhap- 

P attendants upon a fick-bed) yet 

he has enough to do to bear his Di- 

ſtempers, to ſet himſelf in order for 
his great Change, to exerciſe. thoſe 
A _ (Graces 


he calls thee out of this World ; tis 


= =». 
Graces which will ſhine the brighter 


in the other World, for being nd - 


led and warmed in this. 


When therefore Death makes a 
very near approach, reſign thy ſelf 
freely to the Diſpoſe of God, *tis 

his Propriety and Prerogative to rule, 
tis thy Duty to obey, to go and 
come, and & juft as he bids thee: 
But yet this infinite Governour, that 
he might win the cheerful Obedience 
of his Creatures, has promiſed to re- 
ward their ready compliance. It 
was God who gave thee thy Being; 
he does not then xſurp a power, now 


his unqueſtionable authority ſo to do, 
but ſtill, he will reco e = 
for going willizgh, though thou muſt 
g0 "or Jer, he When God cal- 


led for Iſazr, though his Father had 

_ heither Right nor Power to with- 

hold him, yet his free ſarrender was 

recorded as a ſpecial Inſtance P = 
| is 


( 
his Love to God, and Was Reward- 
ed accordingly. , eee 


Having then long ſince diſpoſed 
thy other Legacies, bequeath now 
thy Soul into the Hands of God, 

and beg of him that he would vouth- 


 fafe to accept and receive it, being 


wah d in the Blood of his Son from 
thoſe ſtains it had contracted in an 


evi World. Beg of the Father from 
| whomit came into the World, chat 


now 'tis leaving the World, it my 
goto the Father again. Let thy pray- 

ers and good wiſhes be extended to 
all the World , and they will be 
ſuch-undoubted Expreſſions of thy 
Feithand Charity, as will recommend 


MEET UT 


vim dy Soul with the glorto 
hopes which will ſoon be turned in⸗ 
to Fruition, and at preſent, aſſwage 
Agoniel. There are no 
Cnſolittin that will be- 
— 


the ſharpeſt 
Lectures of 


92 * ex - 4 2 - jy 
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ſend; thy Soul in 


(99) 
cam the mind, like a thought of 
thoſe unſpeakable Joyce, which the pi- 
ous Soul begins in Extaſie and Rap- 


ture to feel-it ſelf going into tile "ol 
ſeſſion of. 


Vet there is no Femn if 


chou doſt not find thy Zeal thus fi- | 
red from Heaven. This is not the © 
Feaſt of every good and pious Sul 
on Earth: 
to endeavour to kindle this heavenly 
Flame. Raiſe thy ſpiritual Appetite 
to hunger and thirſt after the Heaven 
thou art going to. Let thy Affecti- 
ons run, out, not only in an holy 
preparation, but in ſome ſort of Tale 
a0 Rzliſb of what, thou art going 
to poſſeſs ; and though the weak- 
nels of thy Body will depreſs thy 


what thou art able) 


„holy Contemplati- 
ons to the place of joy and Reſt, | 


But it will become thee 


thoughts; yet ( 


and let them beat thee company into 
ty hand 8 Joy x 5; whither to conan 
thee, 


D 
1 2 * a” * 


(99) 
thee, is the ſole Deſign of the fore- 
going Directions ; and through the 
Merits of thy Saviour to recottithend 


thee thither , ſhall be the conſtarit 
matter. of my Prayers. | 


Nor can I, when I mention Pray- 
er, leave thee without ſome ſuitable 
Devotions to addreſs to God in. For 
Sick or Well, Prayer is the moſt »ſe- 

ful, delightful, and acceptable employ- 
ment of our Time. Tis for want 
of acareful Performance of this Du- 


ty, that profaneneſs and rreligion =. 


ſo abound in the World ; nor is it 
_ poſſible, without a conſtant Regard 
to this Duty, to keep up a ſenſe of 
any. Tis no wonder that Man is 
ſwallowed up with the Cares of 
this World, who keep no Communi- 
on with the God of the Other. There 
is nothing can ſo aptly diſpoſe us to 
kave our preſent Enjoyments, and 
lit us for the Buſineſs of Heaven, as 
frequent and ſerious Devotion. 
When we daily offer up our ſelves, 


.9 2 hols 


= (100 ) 
fouls and bodies to God in Holy 
Prayer, twill be an ineffectual at- 
tempt for the Devil to try to keep us 
from the Diſcharge of all other Du- 
ties. It is an Argument he is not 
greatly concern d at the Commiſſion 
of his ſins, who will not daily be at 
the Expence of an hearty Confeſ- 
fron of them; nor is he ſolicitous a:: 
bout the Reformation of his Life, vho | 
will not daily implore the ¶fiſtance 
of the Divine Spirit, which alone | 
can diſpoſe him for ſo great a Change. 


> , | * by oat 
: ws © 2 e 2 


Iis not for want of the beſt forms, 
both for public & private Devotions, 
that this Duty is not attended to with 
greater conſtancy and fervor. To add 
my Mzte to the liberal Contributions 
which are already made to the Altar 
of Devotion, | have adjoyn d the fol 
lowing Prayers: A general one for 
morning and evening, for thoſe that 
axe not better furniſned; with ſome 
cCccaſional Collects for particular 
needs, and Graces at the approach of 
Sickneſs and Death. A 


—— —— Ä—ä 


- — 


— — — — 


1 bleſſed be thy Name, through thy mercy 


(101 


A Prayer for the 
Morning. 


1 () Moſt gracious God, in whoſe 
bands are ny Life and Breath, 
and by whoſe Providence I conſtantly 
fubſei# : Bleſſed be thy Goodneſs for 
bringing me to the light of another 
dlay, that I may have a freſh Oppor- 
unity of addreſſing to thee for the par- 
don of my ſins, and for the Guidance 
o thy good Spirit. I muſt confeſs, 
O Lord, I have ſo often been un- 
mindful of thee, and ſo heinouſly ſin- 
ned againſt thee, and deſpiſed thy 
Long-ſuffering, which ſhould have led 
ave to Repentance ; that if thou hadſ# 
cut me off in the very act of ſin, and 
baniſhed me for ever from thy preſence, 
1 muſt have acknowledged that thy 
| Fudgments had been righteows ; but, 


1 


F 3 


( x02 ) 
Tam ſtill alive; and that it may prove 
4 mercy to me that J am ſo, aſſet me 
for the ſakę of bim that died for me, to 
overcome the power of ſin, and for his 
Merits, blot aut the puniſhment due to 
my Tranſgreſſuons. And keep me ſo 
cloſe to thee this day, and all the re- 
maining part of my Life, that no Temp- 
tations may draw me from thee ; that 
ſo, living a Life of ſubjection and obe- 
dience to thee here, 1 may be admitted | 
o Reign with thee hereafter. Fill m» | 
mind with religious Affections, which 
may not only debar all impure thoughts, 
but make my Soul ſuch a Receptacle as 
by Divine Spirit may inhabit in; that 
he, taking up his Reſidence there, may 
guide me to thee the Fountain of Life 
and Glory. And ſence my Petitions 
are put up only in the Name of Jeſus, 
aſſiſt my endeavours in an humble imi- 
tation of his Precepts and Example , 
that I may go from doing bis Will, to 
the Maꝛuſions which he hath prepared 
for thoſe which ſhall be found ſo. doing. 


Teach 


(103) 5 
Teach me to conſeder how ſhort my time 
is, that I may be convinced I have la- 
viſhed away too much of it already, 
and be the more careful to redeem and 
improve the preſent. Let the Conſide- 
ration of that Stri& Account I muſk , 
make to thee, move me to ſuitable af- 
Fections towards thee 5 and ſince thy 
Word is to be the Rule of thy Judg- 
ment, give me Grace to make it the 
meaſure of my Life ; that having or- 
dered my Converſation according to 
thoſe holy Lame, 1 may, whenever thou 
calleſt me ont of this World, ſee the Sal- 
vation of Gad. And, O. Lord, when 
T confeder that al the World, as well as 
y ſelf muſt be judged by thee, I can 
do no leſs than beg, that the gloriogs 
. Means, and Hopes, and Aſiſtances, 
and Promiſes of Salvation revealed in 
the Goſpel, may be tendered to all the 
IVorld, and that the acceptance of them, 
and obedience to them may be as uni- 
verſal as their Extent. And for all 
thoſe that I owe any more particular re- 
. a © lation” 


I 
lation to, either in a Civil, Spiritual 
er natural ſenſe; give them Gb au ap- 
Dre benſon of thoſe ſeveral Truſts thou 
bait repoſed in thee, that they may be 
Able to give up their accounts with joy. 
Make, 0 Lord, me and them, and all | 
Mankind active in thy ſervice, waiting 
for our Change, that whenever we ap- 
pear again, we may be ſatisfied with 


3 8 thy Like, OO Jeſus _ 


Amen. 


A Prayer for the 
Evening. 


O5 Mo## merciful God, notwithſtand- 

ing I have been this orning 

proſtrate , thee, in an humble Con- 
fel on of my ſinfulneſs , begging thy 
aſſiſtance, and promiſing a better care 
of my ſelf and Ations for the time to 
come ; yet I find ſo many infirmities 
cleaving to me, 5 many Lets and Auo- 


cations in the performance of my Duty 
towards 


(105) 
towards thee, that ] have good reaſon, 
even for the failures of this day, to 
make freſh Confeſſions to renew my Re- 
ſolutions, and to beg repeated 455 an- 
ces to carry me through the Difficulties 
of this my Pilgrimage. Every time I 
put off my Cloaths, I am put in mind of 
putting off this Body; and therefore 
I deſire this night to be as careful to 
confeſs and bewail my ſins, and implore 
thy mercy, as F 1 were (which for 
onght I know, I may) to appear be- 
fore the Morning, before thee. Take 
my Heart therefere from all diſquie- 
tude about the 7 this Life, and 
Aſiſt me by Faith and Obedience, and 
4 good Works, to lay hold upon Eter- 
nal Life, Give thy Angels, O Lord, 
charge over me, that 1 may in the morn- 
ing be raiſed to thy ſervice, or carried 
to thy Recompence. If I have ſo far 
improved my Talents,as through mercy, 
to be denominated a faithful Servant, 
Ia ready to obey thycall: But as 

| long as thou thinkeſt fit to continue me 
— — F 5 bere, 


(106) 
bere, keep me in a perſeverance in Ha- 
 lineſs and all Chriſtian Duties. Let 
the thoughts of my death, which my ſleep 
I a reſemblance of, put me in mind of 
the account I muſt give to thee, that, 
before I lye down, I may mortify all vi- 
cious Inclinations, and exerciſe thoſe 
Graces, which will become one think- 
ing of Eternity. Subdue in me, 0 1 
Lord, all vain and preſumptuous Con fi- 
 dences, that I may never deceive my. 
elf with hopes of dying in thy favour, 
without living to thy honour. That 1 
may never expect to feaſt with thee in. 
the other World, unleſs it be my meat: 
and drink to do thy will in this. Keep 
me from. all, Evil Spirits, and every. 
Lind of temptation that would rob me of: 
m Vertue , and my Reward. Teach. 


tee to overcome all the Enemies that be- 
| Jet me about my. Bed, as well as in my” ( 
open Converſation. But I cannot he 
down in peace without: praying for, and 1 
forgiving all the World, according to 
the Pattern and Command of bim who. 
, 2 


* » 


1 (107) 
; tobe my Fudge And therefore I 
commend. my ſelf and all Mankind to 
thee the Father of Mercies, through 
the interceſſion of him which cant but 
prevail, Jeſus Chriſt the. Righteous. 
r 5 


Prayers in tine of Sickneſs, 
C at theapproach of Death; 


A Prayer for Pardon- 
ls a. 


Mol gracious and merciful Fa- 
ther, J here, with the greateſs. 
Humility, beſeech thee to receive me 2 
returning. Prodigal. I confeſs I have. 
ftraged- from thee, and ſpent thy Sub- 
ſtance in diſhonouring thee," I am not 
N. to be admitted into thy Family; 
but, C 

great, yet thy Mercy is ſtill greater 
When goa (ns would - ſirikg me _ ö 


Lord, though my ſins are very 1 


„„ 


the terrore of thy offended Majeſty, thy | 


loving kindneſs, and my Saviours In- 
terceſſion ſupport my Hope, and invi- 


gorate my Supplications : though I 
dlon t flatter my ſelf that thou wilt ac- 


cept of any, Repentance , but ſuch as 


will conſtrain me, if I live, to live to thy 


| ſervice - I do not promiſe . ſelf any 
Priviledge for being called to Glo 


Immortality, but by walking and repent- 


ing as becomes that vocation. But, O 


bleſſed Saviour, thy Blood has been 4 


ſufficient Sacrifice for the chiefeſt of 
=— thou my Advocate. ſhould 


not have the face to appeal to thee, but 


that I am weary of, as well as heauy la- 


den with my ſins, I am, O Lord, ue- 
ry ſenſible of my need of pardou, and tis 


my deſire to be ſo ſincere and humble, 
that I might move thy pity. Shouldſt 
thou be pleaſed to forgive, how great 
would thy mercy and forgiveneſs be? 
Look then, Lord, upon my Humiliation, 
and deal that mercy to me, which 


© thou art wont to vonchſafe to thoſe who 
3 | | fear 


lory and 


O ge whoſe Truth cas 


(1 


om t 


7 
the Works thine own hands, but 


hear and anſwer me for the ſake of him 
that loves me, and js beloved of thee, 


Feſus Chriſt the Righteous, Amen. 
A Prayer. for Faith in 


God's Promiſes vi 


never fail, let not any diſtruſt 


of thy Faithfulneſs be an hindrance to 


my preſent Hope or future Bliſs. Let 


not my own doubtfulneſs take the force 


out of thy Promiſes, nor let the reaſon © 
why acts of Mercy cannot be extended 


ts me, be, becauſe of my unbelief; but 


let thoſe vigorous hopes that are groun- 


ded u pon thy merciful promiſes of —_ 


and Joy beyond this World, carry me 


through all the miferies and uneaſmneſſes 


(rro) 

that I may; and do meet withal in my. 
Paſſage. Let no fears come near me; 
but that the Captain and Author of my 
Salvation will ſufficiently recompence 
all the Hardſhips I may meet with in 
his ſervice : But give me grace to 
_  ſhew forth the Effects of my Faith by 
my ſteady Hope, and Patience, and 
Charity, and al thoſe fair fruits that 
are. wont to grow upom this fertile flock: 

| Being grounded and rooted: in Faith, 
let no temptation be ſtrong enongh to 
remove me from the belief and hope of 
the Goſpel : But ſtrengthen and in- 
creaſe this Faith in me evermore, and 
let it be good for me that I have hoped - 
zn Dhee. From this full Truſt in thy. 
great and precious promiſes, grant 
that I may go with joy and gladneſs 
into that incorruptible Inheritance which. 
pure haſed for me, by Jeſus Chriſt my. 
| Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 


- 
— — 
— 


( 111 ) 
A Prayer for Patience. 
O wiſe and compaſſionate Fa- 


ther, give me Grace ſuſſicient to 


bear thy CorreFions and Chaſtiſements 


like an obedient Child, that I may not 


be impatient under them, becauſe they 


are of thy doing, and much leſs than 


my wickedneſs deſerve. I do not there- 
fore beg of thee ſo much to mitigate my. 
 pains,as to increaſe my ſtrength. I muſt 


confeſs thy ſharpeſt affliFions towards 


me are teſtimonies of thy. Love ; for 


when thou only chaſtiſeft, thou mightelt 
conſume me. Thon frequently intendeſt 


by thy Puniſhments not to diſcard, but to 
reclaim thy children. Let this be the 


effect of thy preſent ſtrokes , let them 


make me but fit for my Maſter's uſe, and 


ly on what thou pleaſeſt: Continue my 


. affliFions until thy diſpleaſure may be 


removed with them; only ſweeten them 


witb the Joyful hopes, that thou wilt be 


reconciled by them. I do not, O God, 
och, to be. exempt from the Changes and 


Chances 


—_ 


Es) 
Chances , and Miſeries of this mortal 
Life, only to be defended under them by 
=_ wy moſt gracious and ready help. [I 
40 not 6 much deſe re that my affli@ i- 
| ons may not be grievous for the pre- 
=_ ſent, as that I may be ſupported under 
| them, that they may bring - T 
peaceable fruits of Righteous. 
not preſcribe to thee, thou worthy Jude: ; 
1 Eternal; whatever Tryal thy wiſdone 
F ſees not fit to prevent, let but thy good- 
| neſs enable me to bear. 0 God. thou 
| who knoweſt my frame, have ſo far com> 
| Paſſion as to lay no more upon me, than 
thou wilt enable me to endure; only 
guide me by thy Counſel, and receive me 
into thy Pac , for the * of Feſue 
Chriſt Amen. 


A Prayer for Reſig- 
nation. 


0 Mo ft merciful and All-ſu ficient 
Creator and Governour; let not 
this V, . bas bind ered me from 
doing 


„ 
doing great things all my Life, hang 
| like an uneaſy clog upon my ſoul when 
tis leaving of it; Let not the love of 
theſe things, which have nothing valu- 
able in them, make me backward and un- 
willing to go to thee who art the Foun- 
tain of all excellency. Now Iam ſo 
near being admitied to thee, let not any 
thing carry my afſeFions off from thee : 
Remove whatever may hinder my de- 
fires after thee; and make me willing, 
0 God, to a gladly with every 
| thing elſe for the Enjoyment of thee. 
Now I am about to leave the World, let 
not the laſt deſire of my Life be, an un- 
willingneſs to be talen from it; that 
would imply an Oppoſition in my Will 
to thine, which would not become a 
Creature, whoſe everlaſiing buſeneſs it 
will be to fulfil the Will of its Creator. 
O my God, thou haft been my only help, 
and [ deſire to make thee my only Truſt, © 


* 
- 


| let nothing mean or unworthy alienate 
vr difirat# my thoughts; but let me go 
5 from a ſubuniſſive ſuljection to thy Mill, 
to a full enjoyment of thy Promiſes, for 

the ſake of Je. Amen. A 


(4) 


A prayer for Zeal and 
wy a—C— 


Eternal Lord, now I am leaving 
ALF theſetranſitory Enjoyments, I be- 
ſ eech thee, give me the comfortable Ex- 
pectation of thy holy Preſence, and what- 
ever elſe it ſeems good to thee to deprive 
me of, take not thy holy Spirit from me, 
but enlarge my Conceptions of thee, and 
ay aſſetions to thee, that my Love may * 
bie wholly ſet upon thee. Help me, O my 
God , the neurer I come to the prize, 
the harder to preſs forward; and now 
my Life draweth nigh to the Grave, 
keep my Soul from its cruel enemies,and 
let thy Grade be ſufficient for me. I do 
not expect, O Lord, ſuch a freedom and 
Enlargement of Spirit, as if I were al- 
ready entred into thy Reſt ;. but give 
me ſuch Refreſhments, as will be chear- 
ing to one that is entring in. I do not 
ask to be ſet above thy Tryal, only give 


— — -— —Ü—ÜAN NN ]q — oe WR - ———_—_— 


me, O Lord, from the moſt ardent 


ſummation of my Hopes, the Enjoyment 


C7 


me grace to maintain my ground, and 


make me ſtedfaſt and unmoveable in my 
Bet 


Faith and Hope. Be thou my Comfort 


inthe hour of death, as well as my Ac- 
quittor at the dayof Judgment. Pardon 
the weakneſs of my Graces and Devo- 
tions, and give me ſuch an beart, that 


if I. had greater ſtrength, I might 


gladly exerciſe it in ſetting forth thy 
Praiſe, and in the moſt paſſuonate as 
of Love and Adoration. And carry 


thirſt and deſire 


Peer thee, to the Con- 


rd thee. And when I am in the moſt 
oly Diſpoſition of Mind, let me hear 
that joyful Invitation full of Love and 
Mercy, Enter thou into thy Lord's 
Joy. And let me nom begin (tho 


fainth) to reſound thoſt Hellelvjab's, 


which I ſhall never ceaſe to ſing to thee, 


O bleſſed Father, San and Holy Ghoſt. 
— OD 5 e 


A 


0 116) 


1 Aprayer for aSeaman | 
in a Kun. 


A Livighty and mo | merci ful Fe | 
— ther, thou art t Orderer 
and Diſpoſer of all ing. 75 whom 
then ſhall I flee for ſafety in my pre- 
| ſent Diſtreſs, but unto thee my God my 
| Saviour. The Waves of the Sea rage 
| horribly, and are Mighty, but ibn, O 


Mightier : Winds and Storms only 
Ful et thy Word , and thou canſt as 
eafily command them preſently into a 
' dead calms But though the Waters 
foam , yet let not thy Diſpleaſere riſe 
againſt me. O remember not my old 
fins, but ſpare me for thy mercies ſake 
in Chriſt 4 ſus. Be thou my Help in 
m Trouble, 775 vain i the help of Man. 
= I this be the laſt act of my 5 tbo 
my Body become Wreck, yet 0 

ou 


EF 


(nm). 
Soul go to its defered Howe,” Though 
my Paſage to Death be rough and tem- 


peſtuoas, give thy Angels charge over 
my Soul , that it may have a c alne 


and ſmooth Paſſage 27 Everla 

| Reſt. Overlook the ſhortneſs an 

order of my Petitions for the — 

of my Devotion, and accept of me in, 

aud through the Merits of aa of Je 
1 Saviour. Amen. 


1 A Thankſgiving after 
5 2 Storm. Tu 


0 Moſt ae and Merciful | 
Lord, the only preſent Help in 
N Trouble What fhall I Return 


unto thee for thi thy miraculous Pre- 
_ (ſervation of m 


Obedience ] know 
is the Sacrifice * nom delighteſt 
in, it ſball be the conſtant defre of of 
my Soul to render that very Oblati- 

* 


(ns) 


on thou art pleas d withal; Grant, O 
Lord, that I may never more be un- 
ind ful 7 thee, who haſt heard me 
in my low Eſtate, but let me make thee 
pay: gr rh Acknowledgments of thy 
great Mercies , by a ready compliance 
with thy holy Lane. Great favours = 
juſtly call for great reguitalt; but 
where endeavours of ſerving thee are 
the only Returns, grant, O God, that 
thoſe endeavours may be ſincere ; let 
the ſenſe and impreſſion which this 
: pee hath made upon my mind, 
be as laſting as the Deliverance was 
Hom wonderful. Grant that 1 may never 
prove ſo ungrateful to thee, or fo in- 
Jurious to my 715 as to forget to 
pay thoſe Vows which I madewhen I 
was in Trouble; but that frequently re. 
volving thy lot wing Kale, my heart 
may be enlarged in dutiful Returns; 
that by repeating thy Praiſes, I may e- 
very time I renew them, offer 
them with the greater ardour and fer- 


vency; Nor let this — 4 
or 


4 


— 


(119) 


Lord, only increaſe my thank fulneſs,but 


my other Graces,that I may love, truſt, 


fear, and ſerve thee all the days of my 

Life ; that I may always with a cheer- 
ful Mind, aſcribe unto thee, O Fa- 

ther Almighty, all Glory , Adoration, 


| and Praiſe, for this and all thy delive- 


rances and Mercies, through Teſws 
Chriſt our Lord, Amen; in whoſe 


Name and words I will never ceaſe to 


Pray, 


83 + 
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Earth as it is in Heavenz Giveus 


this day our daily Bread, And for- 


give us our treſpaſſes, As we forgive 


them that treſpaſs againſt us; 
Lead us not into Temptation, But 
deliver us from Evil, For thine is 
the Kingdom, And the Power, And 
the Glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


FINIS 


Our Father which art in Heaverf? - 
Hallowed be thy Name, Thy King- 
dom come, Thy Will be done, In 


- — ” 
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